
February 2020 Office hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-12pm & 1pm-5pm  Friday 8am-12p m 

Sharing the good news of our congregation & community 

Think on These Things  

Two of our goals for 2020 are Connecting with Community 

and Growing Young.  These goals fit well into the Great 

Commandment to “love our neighbors as ourselves.”  Our 

mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  On a 

more personal level, every relationship has the opportunity to be one based on love, 

mercy, forgiveness and grace.  American society is faced with an epidemic of loneliness 

in a world that is connected through technology but a deceasing amount of face-to-face 

relationship.  Many people don’t have one person that they would talk to about a 

problem or crisis in their life.  They have no friends.   

Some people are invisible to our sight because we don’t see them for their strengths.  

We view them as needy or poor.  Our vision fails to see others as children of God and 

people of worth.  Connecting with our community is focused on seeing what is strong, 

not what is wrong.  Young people especially need relationships based on empathy, 

respect and mutual affection.  So much of their world is uncertain.  In order to give 

them a solid foundation of hope, we offer them relationship based on love, not need.   

In the story of Lazarus and the rich man (Luke 19-31), Jesus told of a wealthy person 

who constantly ignored Lazarus because he was poor.  Since Lazarus was beneath him, 

he didn’t do anything to acknowledge Lazarus.  When he died, Lazarus was carried to 

Abraham’s side.   The rich man died but went to Hades.  All of his wealth, prestige and 

influence masked the poverty of the rich man’s soul.  Lazarus had something to offer 

the rich man but he was invisible due to the spiritual blindness of the affluent man; a 

tragedy that had significant consequences for the rich man’s soul.   

Responding to people, especially young adults through loving relationships, is part of 

our Christian calling.  They have much to offer us and we could all benefit from 

connection with our community.  How might God be calling you to see your 

neighborhood and community a different way?  We have places of resources, strength 

and blessing if we are willing to get to know others.  Who might God be calling you to 

know?   

       Dave 
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A Proposal for Amicable Separation of the  

United Methodist Church 

On January 3, a proposed agreement was reached by various 

leaders of factions in the United Methodist Church that calls for 

an amicable separation with traditionalists able to create a new 

Methodist denomination.  Churches that leave for another  

Methodist denomination are allowed to keep their assets.  The 

assumption is that churches and conferences will remain in the 

UMC unless they actively choose to move to a new Methodist  

denomination.  If the Protocol passes, all restrictive language in 

the Book of Discipline will be removed concern same-sex ordination, marriage and 

clergy participation in same-sex ceremonies.  This agreement is only a proposal at the 

present time.  It would need to be approved at General Conference which is held from 

May 5-15 in Minneapolis.  The Protocol will have implications on local churches like 

FUMCL. 

Pastor Dave is working with FUMCL leadership and KC District so that we can have 
times of  learning, listening and discernment.  Dates and times are to be determined 
so stay aware of meeting that will be posted in the bulletin and on the website.  Dave’s 
goal is to set meetings so that anyone who would like to be in conversation can gain 
accurate information and have a chance to voice concerns, questions and views.  
Churches that are realistic and ready to have these discussions will be more prepared 
through prayer and cooperation.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
To help the community prepare for the Lenten  season, First UMC Leavenworth is celebrating  Mardi 
Gras by bringing back the historic Noodle Luncheon. On February 25, 2020 from 11:30-1:00, we will 
be serving a simple menu: homemade chicken & noodles, green salad, dessert, and a drink. We 
have had many inquiries about this beloved annual event, and are excited to bring it back! There are 
no tickets needed, but a donations are accepted. So spread the word and mark your calendars now!  
 
To make this event successful, volunteer cooks and servers are needed. We have already been 
busy making the noodles, but we’ll have another noodle making session on Feb 4 at 9:30am in  
Fellowship Hall. We have the recipe, you’ll just need to bring a 5lb bag of all-purpose flour and a 
dozen eggs.  Dessert donations (cakes, pies, or cookies) are also needed, as well as volunteers to 
set-up & serve.  If you can help, or have questions, please contact Kathy McKinley (email 
texmck@icloud.com or call/text 401-835-1157) or sign-up in the church office.  

mailto:texmck@icloud.com


 2nd  Jamie Brettman 

 Daniel Kent 

 3rd Mary Eleanor McCluskey 

 4th Robert Cowan 

 5th Marlene Watson 

 6th Hunter Resnick 

 7th Emily Wecas 

 9th Miriam Cade 

13th Joshua Gambrell 

 Carl Langley 

15th Anne-Marie Short 

16th Barbara Peiper 

 Mitchell Ray 

17th Tyler Morgan 

18th Stephen Coats 

 Madeline Nott  

 Jack Walker  

19th Chris Wecas 

20th Caitlin Bishop 

 Joyce Goss 

21st Macy Bishop 

 Robert McKinley 

 Dick Peiper 

23rd Arlena Butler 

 Sara LaMoe 

24th Christine Corriston 

25th Robert Hale 

28th Aiden Darby 
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Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  Did we get it wrong?  Please call the 

office to confirm that we have your correct information in our computer!     

We can’t include it if we don’t know it.   (913) 682-5374 

February 14 Bill & Annette McCollum 20 years 

February 15 Michael & Karen Piper 34 years 

February 18 Dick & Barbara Peiper 59 years 

Rev. Dr. Dave York 

Senior Pastor 

Wayne Parks 

Director of  Operations 

 

Kristen  Howell 

Director of Young People’s 

Ministries 

Sandy Wood 

Children’s Ministries Leader 

Steven Shade 

Virtual Ministries Administrator 

Youth Coordinator 

Libby Frashier 

Administrative Assistant 

Our FUMC-L Staff 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

 

11a Samaritans 

Buffet 

2 

 

No “regular” 

evening activities. 

 

5pm Youth Super 

Bowl Party 

3 

 

1pm AIR Dementia 

Ministries 

 

4 

 

1pm  Grief Bible 

Study 

6p Local Missions 

Work Group 

7p Men’s Bible 

Study 

5 

 

1p Heart & Soul 

Bible Study 

4p Wonderful 

Wednesday 

6:30 Choir 

rehearsal 

6 

 

8:30a Staff Devotion 

& Planning mtg. 

 

7p  Women’s Bible 

Study 

7 

 

9a Spouse’s Group 

8 

9 

 

See activity 

schedule at the top 

of the page 

10 

 

1pm AIR Dementia 

Ministries 

5:30p Discipleship 

5:30p Scout Den 

Meeting 

11 

1pm  Grief Bible 

Study 

6:30p Young Adult 

Group 

7p Men’s Bible 

Study 

12 

 

1p Heart & Soul 

Bible Study 

4p Wonderful 

Wednesday 

6:30 Choir 

rehearsal 

13 

8:30a Staff Devotion 

& Planning mtg. 

2p Martha Circle 

3p Nurturing 

Ministries 

7p  Women’s Bible 

Study 

14 

 

9a Spouse’s Group 

 

 

15 

16 

 

Scout Sunday 

 

See activity 

schedule at the top 

of the page 

17  Offices closed 

 

 

 

 

 

1p AIR Dementia 

Ministries 

18 

 

1pm  Grief Bible 

Study 

7p Men’s Bible 

Study 

19 

1p Heart & Soul 

Bible Study 

4p Wonderful 

Wednesday 

6:30 Choir 

rehearsal 

 

20 

8:30a Staff Devotion 

& Planning mtg. 

 

1p Itch’n to Stitch 

 

 

21 

 

9a Spouse’s Group 

22 

23 

 

See activity 

schedule at the top 

of the page 

24 

 

1pm AIR Dementia 

Ministries 

25   11a Noodle 

Luncheon 

1pm  Grief Bible 

Study 

6:30p Young Adult 

Group 

7p Men’s Group 

26 

1p Heart & Soul 

Bible Study 

4p Wonderful 

Wednesday 

6:30 Choir 

rehearsal 

27 

 

8:30a Staff Devotion 

& Planning mtg. 

 

 

28 

 

9a Spouse’s Group 

29 

 Join us for  

SUNDAY SERVICES: 

  8:30 AM  & 11:00 AM Worship Services  

9:45 AM  Contemporary Worship & Sunday School

(Nursery provided for all services) 

Sunday Activities: 

4:30pm—Jubilate Handbells 

5:15pm—Genesis Chimers 

6:00pm  Fusion 56 (5th & 6th Grade) 

6:00pm REFUGE (Youth group) 

6:00pm—Wesley Ringers 

This calendar is subject to change—please 

check our online  

calendar at www.fumclvks.org/calendar for  

up-to-date info 

2020 



Growing Young As A Church 

 

As Pastor Dave has begun talking about growing young in his 
sermons, I thought it would be a great time to address  
growing young from the perspective of a young person myself. 
Here are some ideas I’d like to add to the overall discussion 
about young people in our church. 

 

We’re different… 

Generational differences are a very real thing. When we talk about “young  
people” (youth and young adults), we’re talking about people ages 12-35. These  
people are in Gen Y, Millennials (about 1981-1997) and Gen Z (about 1997-2015). 
Our experiences of the world are distinctly our own because of the events that have 
been influential in our lifetimes. As someone born towards the later half of the  
Millennials, 9/11 occurred during my formative years and the 2008 Great Recession 
placed a very real burden on my household when I was in high school. The youth in 
my youth program, however, were not even born for 9/11 and have no collective 
memory of that time in our nation’s history. Now take the differences between my  
generation and the one directly below me and multiply that when you’ve got a Gen Z 
and a Baby Boomer in the same room. We have very different lived experiences and, 
as a general rule, very different life values. These differences are good. They bring 
balance to our world to have a whole spectrum of beliefs and values. We can improve 
our relationships with people outside of our own generations by recognizing the good 
that each one brings to the table. 

 

…but we’re not that different. 

To say that our generations are night and day from one another is to completely 
miss the ways that we all share common humanity. Recognizing the differences  
between generations is no different than seeing that there are different ways we  
process the world as people of different genders, religions, races, or social classes. 
We consider these types of diversity to be an asset, rather than a drawback, in our 
communities. We also recognize the common humanity across all of these  
demographics and value the different things that they bring to the table of our shared 
society. We have far more in common with humans who are from a different  
generation than we have that separates us. As Pastor Dave said on Sunday, we’re all 
searching for the same answers to life’s big questions; we all need an identity, a place 
to belong and a purpose. When holiday dinners with family or Sunday school  
discussions become heated because of generational differences, try to stop for a  
moment and reflect on what we all share in common. 
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From the Director of  
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Growing Young As A Church...continued 

 

 Stereotypes are just that. 

 Stereotypes tend to represent the worst and most extreme cases, rather than 
the norm. I spend a lot of time with Millennials and Gen Z partly because that’s my 
job, and partly because most of my friends are from the same walk of life as I am. I’m 
sure you expect me to say this - because of course I’m going to stick up for my people 
– but I’m really excited about what our younger generations bring to the table. Sure, a 
lot of Millennials really do love avocado toast (although a lot don’t), and yes, we might 
be killing Applebee’s (although technically, I can also warm up food in the microwave 
at home, but for a fourth of the price), but most of the stereotypes are just straight up 
incorrect. I don’t know any youth who’ve eaten a tide pod. Most of my peers are really 
hard workers and want to do well in their fields. We may get our values from our 
friends more so than our families, but I’m really proud of who my friends are; they 
make me a better person. Sure, sometimes I have to ask the youth to fill me in on 
some sort of cultural phenomenon that I’ve missed, and dabbing is completely lost on 
me (although it’s certainly not doing anyone any harm), but they’re really great people. 
I’m excited for what they will bring to the world as they age, and for what they’re al-
ready doing. Placing stereotypes on people is confining – whatever generation you’re 
in, I’m sure there are stereotypes about you, as well. We don’t do anyone any favors 
by putting others in boxes simply based upon the years in which they were born. 

 

We have a lot to learn. 

 One of my greatest passions is the intergenerational church. Church is one of 
the final frontiers in society where people across the entire human lifespan naturally 
gather together. That’s why connecting with young people in our churches and com-
munity is so important; without them, we do not encompass the entire Body of Christ. 
We learn so much from people in different generations. One of my favorite people on 
this planet is my grandmother. She’s in her late 70s and you’d think we’d have nothing 
in common, but I never run out of things to talk about with her. I love learning from her 
life experiences, and I help keep her young, updating her on new technology and tell-
ing her all about the new up-and-coming advances in the world. Those sorts of rela-
tionships are what I dream of for the Church. Imagine how much we could learn from 
each other – and I mean mutually – older adults have life experience to offer, but we 
can never forget the vivacity brought by younger generations, too. When we learn 
from each other, we get a greater picture of Christ; each of us, made uniquely in the 
image of God, is able to provide more fullness to the whole Body of Christ. 

        Kristen Howell 
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Bass Player Joins the Contemporary Service 

If you attend the Contemporary service at 9:45 am on Sundays, you 

may have noticed a new bass player.  Robert and Marde Mott moved 

to Lansing, KS in October, 2019 by way of Colonial Heights, Virginia. 

Bob is a Program Analyst at Fort Leavenworth and Marde is a Speech-

Language Pathologist for the Leavenworth School District.  They have 

one son, Colin, age 20, who is a Sophomore majoring in Law, Politics 

and Society (pre-Law), and is an Offensive Linemen for Drake  

University.  

Bob and Marde have been Methodists for their 26 years of married life. They looked for a Methodist church 

that offered a contemporary service, and as luck would have it, First United Methodist Church praise band 

needed a bassist!  Bob has been playing bass since his Junior year of High School (1982) when his older 

brother, Don, who is a professional bassist in Nashville, TN, graduated. Bob also played bass in his College 

Jazz band at Ohio University from 1990-1992, and for praise bands at Wesley United Methodist Church in 

Colonial Heights, VA, and Chester United Methodist Church, Chester, VA. 

Marde also has a background in music as she also played the trombone in High School, as well as the  

University of Nebraska Cornhusker Marching Band.  “The Pride of All Nebraska!” Marde is active in the Job’s 

Daughters organization and is currently working with the Bethel that meets at Fort Leavenworth. 

Bob and Marde moved to the Midwest to be closer to family, and to closely follow the Drake Bulldogs, as well 

as the Huskers.  In addition to football, the Mott family enjoys traveling and antique collecting.  
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During Lent Pastor Dave will be leading a church wide 
study based on “With Jesus in the Upper Room” by 
Maxie Dunham. Copies of the book can be ordered in 
the church office. Kid’s First Worship will also be 
studying John 13-17 just like the adults. We will be 
focusing on who Jesus is and how he shows us he loves 
us. This is a great opportunity to read some of the 
scriptures at the dinner table or discuss the week’s 
message over Sunday lunch.   

It’s not too late to join 1-derful Wednesdays! We  
meet from 4 - 5:30 pm on Wednesdays at Xavier    
Extended Care to play games, make crafts and 
hear  Bible stories.  Kids  ages 4 through 12 are 
invited to join us. Transportation from school is 
provided and there is a registration form. 

Fusion 56 meets from 3:30 - 5:00 pm on Sunday  
afternoons  in room 204 of the Education building.  We 
are studying important people of the Bible. We play 
games, make crafts and work on service projects. Kids 
from third to sixth grade are invited to join us as we 
learn what it means to grow in faith. 

A new kind of Vacation Bible School is coming this 
summer. Look for information coming soon please   
contact Sandy Wood, swood@fumclvks.org or        
913-547-6916. 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” This principal is 
taught by example rather than just by word.  
Imagine working  with your kids to better our 
neighborhood, our schools, our community.  What 
a powerful life lesson that would be.  We have 
several community service projects, but are also 
open to new ways to help.    
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Some of my most vivid memories from childhood revolve around church summer camp.  I first attended 

summer camp when I was in third grade.  It was a new experience staying in a dorm with twelve other girls 

my age.  I   believe it helped me develop a sense of independence and confidence.  I had experiences at 

church camp that I would have never had otherwise.  I learned archery, canoeing, and horseback riding.  

But most of all, I learned that I needed to make my faith my own.  I couldn’t depend on my parents for my 

faith.  I had to be responsible for what I believed and how I lived out my faith.  

I have worked at church camps as an adult and I have watched kids blossom during the course of a week.  

I believe church camp can be one of the most formational events for a young person’s faith. 

United Methodist’s have three area camp options for children from first to sixth grade.   Camp Chippewa is 

the closest in Ottawa and offers camps that feature horseback riding, star gazing, or art.  Camp Horizon is 

in Arkansas City and offers day camps and overnight camps for the youngest campers.  Camp Lakeside is 

in Scott City and offers unique geography and opportunities.  The offices has a brochure with all the camp 

options available.   

First United Methodist church believes so strongly in the importance of the church camp experience, that 

they are offering scholarships.  As an active participant in children’s ministry, your child can receive half 

the cost of their early bird registration up to $200.  The scholarships are available on a first come, first 

served basis.  For more information, check out the camp websites. 

Campchippewa.org - Early bird registration April 1 

Horizoncenter.org - Early bird registration May 1 
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What Should We Give? 

 

God gave us all gifts of talent, treasure, and time. We are in the season of Epiphany as a  

manifestation and revelation of Jesus to the Gentiles. The Wise Men brought gifts to the Child King 

who was God’s Child meant to sacrifice for our sins. What a prolific or abundant gift from God to all 

of us by presenting a human form of his being on Earth and revealing to us the heavenly connection 

to earth. Epiphany continues until the day before Ash Wednesday and then we begin Lent. Let’s take 

stock during this time as to how we have given our gifts back through the Holy Spirit and in  

witness to our community. 

It is fairly measurable to state the treasure provided throughout 2019 and what is still available for 

this year and the years to follow. It is possible to measure our talents if we sit down and apply what 

we know about ourselves and about those around us. I would tell you that from my perspective, First 

United Methodist Church of Leavenworth, Kansas (FUMCL) is overflowing with talent that has yet to 

be unleashed. Then there is that pesky gift of time where everything is demanded of us and there 

never seems to be enough to go around when it comes to the church. Let me give you a picture of 

our abundance in treasure while we continue to work on measuring our talent and time throughout 

Epiphany and the Lenten seasons. 

Please keep in mind that when giving, there is never too much that we can give for the Lord and 

what he has done for us. Giving his only begotten son to us so that he can show us how he is willing 

to sacrifice for us, love us, and forgive us of our sins.  As a church, 2019 demonstrates how all of us 

are willing to donate our treasure and now those from the past generations were willing to continue 

giving God’s treasure back to the church for the good of our community. 

In 2019, FUMCL members, congregants, and visitors donated $615,000 through offerings.  

Community partners contributed $4,450 for use of our facilities in connection with our church. Our 

investments netted earnings of $410,220 from the generous giving by our predecessors over the last 

164 plus years. This is a pretty generous time for our church and the goal is to continue this growth 

in 2020 and beyond so that we may make more disciples of Jesus Christ and help transform our 

community and world. 

Our expenditures accomplished a lot this past year. We contributed to the community, world, and fu-

ture generations. Giving and spending by our ministries equaled $383,712 (48%). This giving and 

spending included for the world, nation, region, church, and mostly the local community. It came in 

forms of nurturing, outreach, and witness. Spending for administration and resources equaled 

$224,279 (28%). Capital improvements and repair equaled $190,250 (24%). Administration,  

resourcing, capital improvements, and capital repairs maintain and prepare our church for present 

and future generations. 

So, during this time of remembering the manifestation and revelation of Jesus Christ and as we  
enter into the Lenten season, let’s ask ourselves if we have sacrificed as the Lord would have us 
sacrifice. Have we given enough from our abundance of gifts? Does he expect more? Put it to  
prayer. As much as we have given there is always more we can do individually and as a church. 
What a wonderful church is the FUMCL but wonder what we can still do for our community and those 
generations to follow when you think about what the Lord gave to us. 
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Thank you all for your help with the “Music Healing the 

Heart & Soul” concert and silent auction. You helped make 

my vision a reality, and I couldn’t thank you enough for 

your hard work, kindness and hospitality!   Blessings,  

                                          Katie Peterson 

                                          Miss Southern States 

Thank you so much for the bag of Christmas goodies 

and reading materials. I do appreciate your  

remembering me. A special thanks to Jan Glick for 

picking up my bag. 

  Sincerely, Billie Sheppard 

Dear Friends,  

The prayer shawl given 

to me by the church is 

lovely. Thanks very 

much. Your prayers are 

greatly appreciated. God 

Bless us, one and all.  

Sincerely, 

                   Alice Hall 

  January 2020 

Our church has hosted the Community Blood 

Center’s December blood drive for many years. 

It should be noted that a vast majority of the 

blood needed to keep our hospitals adequately 

supplied comes from mobile blood drives such 

as ours. At the 10 December 2019 blood drive, 

the Community Blood Center staff registered 

49 volunteer donors and collected 46 units of blood which  

surpassed the set quota! A letter from the Account Manager at the 

Center was received expressing gratitude to the volunteers who 

supported the blood drive. 

Thirteen volunteers included: Donna & Roy Ramsey, Sue Peckham, 

Cheryl & Gary Rader, Marguerite Hilscher, Teresa Hicks, Sheila 

Bailey, Cathy Landis, Maryann McAfee, Deb Baeuchle, Jan Mix plus 

Debbie Gebhardt on stand-by. As in the past several years, sloppy 

joes were prepared by Cheryl Rader (with the assistance from Gary 

Rader) and offered to donors and Center Staff in memory of Dave 

Serena who began this project several years ago. Kudos to our  

volunteers and New Life Seekers (For the sloppy joes.) 

    Maryann McAfee 

    Blood Drive Coordinator 



  

We’re on the web! 

fumclvks.org 

www.facebook.com/LeavenworthFirstUMC 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

422 Chestnut 

Leavenworth, KS 66048 

Phone: 913-682-5374 

Educational Bldg.: 913-675-7495 

 

Can’t make it to church on Sunday and want to watch our worship on-

line but don’t know how to access it? 

These instructions should help: 

On a PC or Mac: On a Tablet or Phone (Facebook account required) 

1. Go to our website: www.fumclvks.org 1.  Log into your Facebook account 

2. At the tope of the page, hover over Worship 2.  Search for @LeavenworthFirstUMC and tap the top 

    and click “Live”        result 

3.  If you have a Facebook account, click on the  3.  Scroll down part way and select the Video selection. 

    video with a red “LIVE” bubble. 4.  Tap on the video with the red “LIVE” bubble 

4.  If you do not have a FB account, use the  

    vertical menu to the left and click video and follow step 3 

= OUR MISSION= 
“We are a Church of the Ages, Serving the Present Age by making Disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of our community and world” 

=CONGREGATIONAL VALUES=  

Primacy of Scripture, Devotion to Divine Trinity, Wesleyan Heritage, and Hospitality for All. 

= OUR VISION = 
Transform lives through sharing Christ’s love and being a thriving, spirit-filled church 

http://www.fumclvks.org

