
January 2020 Office hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-12pm & 1pm-5pm  Friday 8am-12p m 

Sharing the good news of our congregation & community 

THINK ON THESE THINGS  

One of my favorite Christmas traditions is to listen to Dickens’ Christmas 

Carol.  Having listened to it many times, I find the story to be a familiar but 

moving reminder of how we are to live as God’s people.  At the end of the 

story, Dickens wrote that Scrooge “knew how to keep Christmas in his heart.”  While I have heard this line 

before, it struck me as a profound challenge for 2020.   

 After his encounter with the three Spirits, Scrooge’s life was transformed.  He was not the same 

man as he was before.  The effect was seen in his attitude and conduct.  His actions told the story of a 

man who went from only caring about himself to a man who cared about others.  He gives a substantial 

amount of money to London’s poor.  He improved the working conditions and wages of his clerk, Bob 

Cratchit.  Bob represented the average underpaid worker who was struggling to keep his family together.  

Scrooge reconciled himself to his nephew, Fred, who reminded the old man of his deceased sister.  Finally, 

he vowed to make sure Tiny Tim received the attentive care needed in order to help the boy live.  In short, 

Scrooge cared for the poor, the sick, his employee, and his family.  Our lives draw an intersection at this 

portion of the Christmas Carol.  

 Listening again to the beloved story reminded me of our church goals for 2020.  Our goals are 

connecting with our community and growing young.  It’s interesting that Scrooge invested in his 

relationship with his nephew and niece.  He renewed his relationship that was almost non-existent before 

the ghostly visitors.  Scrooge improved his own life by reaching out to the life of a younger generation.  

What might that attitude look like in the church life of FUMCL?  Scrooge’s commitment to saving Tiny Tim 

caused him to interact with the boy in a way that he became like a second father to the sickly lad.  What a 

joy and blessing for the old man and the boy?  Who are the young people whom we could invest our 

attention and resources so they will know the love of Jesus through us?   

 Scrooge’s reputation in London positively grew because of his commitment to loving his city and the 

people of it.  His life was changed through the continual, albeit belated, choice to love.  In return, Scrooge 

received the blessing of a changed life, too.  Connecting with our community is a calling to serve and love 

on behalf of Jesus to anyone in our area especially the sick, poor, and marginalized.  Wherever God has 

placed you, that is your community whether it is school, work, church, play or neighborhood.  Imagine the 

impact this church could have if each one of us considered the transforming work of Jesus as our own 

personal calling.   

 The idea of being called a “Scrooge” only focuses on the man before the Spirits visited.  I think of 

the changed man who woke on Christmas Day with a new heart and soul.  Changed lives are the business 

in which FUMCL is called.   It’s an old, old story whether told by Charles Dickens or the Bible.  May we 

practice keeping Christmas in our hearts by connecting with our community and growing young!   

                                                                        Dave 



Page 2 

                  Why are We Here? 

What a prolific question this is. Did you know that a synonym to 

prolific is abundant?  A church is a prolific place within its  

community. It exists to yield great quantities for its community. 

Quantities of what, you might ask. Quantities of everything it has; 

faith, love, spirit, people, expertise, fortune, and many other  

capabilities that can be shared. 

Advent, what is it? It marks the start of the liturgical new year. The Church, guided by the Holy Spirit, 

has given us the liturgical year to draw us ever closer to God. Year after year, we follow the same 

path, through preparation for Christ's coming. This season is in preparation for the coming of the 

new baby Jesus as an offering from God. It is a time for repentance and spiritual conversion where 

we should think about those things that we know we need to cease doing and resolve to remove 

them from our lives this Advent, to prepare our souls for the coming of Christ. 

 Christ’s birth follows Advent as another opportunity for our church to become closer to God. 

We have another opportunity to start over or to be a better human in the new calendar year. We can 

share the divine nature combined with human nature just for the reason that Jesus was brought to 

us on Christmas Day. Maybe we can find ways to share that with everyone around us and through-

out our community. 

 Our church has agreed to begin growing younger in order to bring the next generations closer 

to God. We have also agreed to focus on an area within our community that has been overlooked 

such as those with memory challenges and respite for their caregivers. We have a chance to admit 

that we may have been too focused on ourselves and not on those in our community that could use 

our abundance.  

 We have a chance to focus on a couple of areas within our community that need our abun-

dance. We can offer witness to those that need to hear our personal and congregational stories of 

our Christian experience, faith, and service. We can offer our abundance of property resources and 

kind hearts to those in need of longevity and respite. Through these opportunities, we can better 

connect to the community around us. 

 That’s It! This must be why we are here. Sharing our abundance in everything we have to of-

fer from God’s house and in this new season we can yield our great quantities toward our youth. We 

can share our abundance of property and hospitality with those experiencing memory loss. We are 

here to be that prolific place within the community that our church ancestors settled in the mid-

1800s. We may transform some within the community on our path to bringing others closer to the 

Lord. Tis the season! 

Think about it as we begin the New Year. 



 2nd Jack Spickelmier 

 3rd Paul Estep 

 Mary Catherine Per-

ry 

 4th Kaki Kinard 

 5th Haley Kreutzer 

 6th Chez Shafer 

 7th Norma Bray 

 Alice Hall 

 8th Adriane Bakke 

 Emily Hansen 

 9th Erik Grafel 

 Thaddeuss Marshall 

10th Laura Johnson 

12th Martha Sepulvado 

13th Bonnie Hobbs 

 Logan Scanlon 

 

14th Jordan Gambrell 

 Bill Shade 

15th Tristan Tebbetts 

16th Alexandra Burkett 

18th Martha Shore 

20th Margaret Elliott 

 Jim Wolfe 

21st Barb Kempf 

 Elizabeth Un 

22nd John Aardema 

 Mike Crow 

 Lois Kastner 

23rd Jennifer Ko 

 Leah Wiegers 

 Adriana Yates 

24th Leona Sanford 

 

25th Bill McCollum 

26th Kai Foor 

27th Linda Landzettel 

29th Tony McNeill 

 Rick Sanders 

30th Michael Burkett 

 Helen Pepper 

 John Raines 

 Verna Raines 

31st Virginia Shalipp 
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Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  Did we get it wrong?  Please call 

the office to confirm that we have your correct information in our computer!     

 2nd Bill & Karen Kidder 32 years 

 9th Ron & Lou Ann Roggentien 12 Years 

23rd Jeff & Ann Andrews 26 years 

30th Mike & Trina Boyles 20 years 

31st Jim & Jan Glick 49 years 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

 

11a Samaritans 

Buffet 

5 

 

See activity 

schedule at the top 

of the page 

6 

 

1-4pm  AIR 

Dementia 

Ministries 

 

 

7 

 

6pm   Missions 

Work Group 

 

7pm Men’s Group 

8 

 

1pm Heart & Soul 

 

4pm Wonderful 

Wednesday 

6:30p Choir 

Rehearsal 

9 

 

8:30a Staff 

Devotions & 

Planning Mtg. 

7:00p Women’s Bible 

Study 

10 

 

9am Spouses’ 

Group 

11 

12 

 

See activity 

schedule at the top 

of the page 

13 

1-4pm  AIR 

Dementia 

Ministries 

5pm  Backpack 

Buddies 

5:30p Discipleship 

6pm SPRC 

14 

 

6pm Trustees 

 

6:30pm Young 

Adult Group 

 

7pm Men’s Group 

15 

 

1pm Heart & Soul 

 

4pm Wonderful 

Wednesday 

 

6:30p Choir 

16 

8:30a Staff 

Devotions & 

Planning Mtg. 

7:00pm Women’s 

Bible Study 

17 

 

9am Spouses’ 

Group 

 

5pm Benefit 

Concert 

18 

19 

 

See activity 

schedule at the top 

of the page 

20 

 

1-4pm  AIR 

Dementia 

Ministries 

21 

9:30am Noodle 

Making 

Project 

 

6pm Finance 

 

7pm Men’s Group 

22 

1pm Heart & Soul 

 

4pm Wonderful 

Wednesday 

 

6:30p Choir 

Rehearsal 

23 

8:30a Staff 

Devotions & 

Planning Mtg. 

1pm Itch’n to Stitch 

Sewing Group 

7:00pm Women’s 

Bible Study 

24 

 

9am Spouses’ 

Group 

25 

26 

 

See activity 

schedule at the top 

of the page 

27 

 

1-4pm  AIR 

Dementia 

Ministries 

28 

6pm Church 

Council 

 

6:30pm Young 

Adult Group 

 

29 

1pm Heart & Soul 

 

4pm Wonderful 

Wednesday 

 

6:30p Choir 

30 

8:30a Staff 

Devotions & 

Planning Mtg. 

 

7:00pm Women’s 

Bible Study 

31 

 

9am Spouses’ 

Group 

 

 Join us for  

SUNDAY SERVICES: 

  8:30 AM  & 11:00 AM Worship Services  

9:45 AM  Contemporary Worship & Sunday School

(Nursery provided for all services) 

Sunday Activities: 

4:30pm—Jubilate Handbells 

5:15pm—Genesis Chimers 

6:00pm  Fusion 56 (5th & 6th Grade) 

6:00pm REFUGE (Youth group) 

6:00pm—Wesley Ringers 

This calendar is subject to change—please 

check our online  

calendar at www.fumclvks.org/calendar for  

up-to-date info 

2020 

OFFICE CLOSED FOR HOLIDAY 



 This year, I had the joy of helping to organize the youth’s  

annual gift drive for local foster care children through TFI 

Family Services. We ran collections from the end of November through December 8 

for 6 children with ages ranging from 5-17. Once all of the gifts are in, I spend some 

time sorting and accounting for everything, making sure there’s nothing we missed. 

Everything got covered off of the kid’s lists this year from Paw Patrol and farm  

animals to clothing and gift cards, and then some extras. 

 

Sorting the gifts is one of my favorite tasks all year because I get to experience the 
excitement of all of the gifts that the kids will receive this year and the generosity of 
the Christmas Season. Being a foster kid without a forever home and family is a really 
tough life and hopefully the gifts can make their season a little brighter this year. 
Thanks for your participation! 

         Kristen Howell 
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From the Director of  
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Christmas dinner was always an event at my in-laws’ house.  The entire 

family looked forward to all the “fixings” my mother-in law made.  She 

was diligent in her preparations.  There was always a long list of the fa-

vorite dishes she would prepare and her baked ham with  

pineapple and potatoes was the highlight of the meal.  This particular 

Christmas, we gathered around the table in anticipation but there was 

no ham.  She had forgotten to prepare the main dish. 

This was the most obvious indication that her memory was failing.  We 

lived 400 miles away so we weren’t  aware of the day-to-day things she 

was forgetting.  After having our meal, we sat around the table and had 

that heart-to-heart talk that families dread.   Our mother was showing signs of dementia and there was 

little if anything we could do about it.  This was about 12 years ago. 

When I was sitting in a meeting earlier this year with Pastor Dave, Wayne Parks and Elaine Belardo dis-

cussing the inception of AIR Dementia Ministries, these memories came rushing back.  When they 

started discussing the need for someone to lead the arts and crafts activities, that still, small voice 

whispered “You can do this”.  And so, I am doing it. 

In our first few weeks, we have been blessed with more volunteers than participants.  We weren’t even 

sure what we were going to do the first couple of weeks but the people who come are gracious and 

seem to enjoy what we’re doing.  We have made Christmas trees out of coffee filters, painted rocks, 

played bingo, built blessing bags for teachers and will soon be decorating Christmas cookies for the 

First Responders.  The group loves to sing and Christmas carols have been a real hit! Pastor Dave and 

Rhonda even brought their dogs.   

I can only imagine if there had been a ministry like this in my mother-in-law’s town.  My father-in-law 

may have been able to keep her at home longer.  My father-in-law might have gotten a few hours of 

rest each week that he sorely needed.  We can’t dwell on the past and what might have been. We can 

only focus on the gifts we have and how we can use them in the future. 

Helping others who can’t always show their appreciation is what God wants us to do.  We don’t do this 

for the recognition. We do it because it’s the right thing to do.     Libby Frashier 
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= OUR MISSION= 
“We are a Church of the Ages, Serving the Present Age by making Disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of our community and world” 

=CONGREGATIONAL VALUES=  

Primacy of Scripture, Devotion to Divine Trinity, Wesleyan Heritage, and Hospitality for All. 

= OUR VISION = 
Transform lives through sharing Christ’s love and being a thriving, spirit-filled church 

Thank you to everyone that participated in 

the Children’s Christmas play, “CAKE -  

Christmas Acts of Kindness  Experiment.  

Thank you to all the kids that worked so hard 

to learn their lines and the songs.  Great job! 

  Noodle Luncheon Revival!  

After a short hiatus, FUMC Leavenworth is bringing back the 

noodle luncheon on February 25, 2020 from 11:30-1:00. We 

have had many inquiries about this beloved annual event, 

and are excited to bring it back. The menu will be simple: 

homemade chicken & noodles and green salad. We have  

already been busy making the noodles, but we will have  

another noodle making session in January if you would like 

to help (watch for more info). We will host the lunch for the community in prepara-

tion for the Lenten season. There are no tickets needed, but a love offering will be 

taken. So mark your calendars now!  
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When the weather is cold and dreary, there is nothing  
like a bowl of  soup and fellowship of  good friends to  
warm your heart.  January 19, after the 11:00 am service, 
you can enjoy both.  We will be having a Chili Cook-Off   
in the Fellowship Hall.  Please bring a crock pot of  your  
favorite chili or other soup and join the competition.   
Everyone gets a chance to vote and we will have prizes  
in the following categories; 

Best Overall             
Most Unique 
MVP - Most Volatile Pot (or in other words, the hottest) 
Best Soup  
 
We can also use corn bread, cinnamon rolls, Fritos and  
desserts to round out the meal.  So dust off  your cook book 
and make plans to join us on January 19. 

But Jesus called the children to him and 

said, “Let the little children come to me, 

and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 

of God  belongs to such as these.”   

Luke 18:16 

Sometimes I like to imagine what Jesus would be like if he were born in our time instead of 

2,000 years ago.  What would he be like today?  Would I recognize him?  What kinds of things 

would he be interested in and what would he do?  I am not a theologian, but based on the  

Jesus I read about in the Bible,  I think Jesus would be a humble person who truly cared about 

people.  I can see Jesus laughing and playing and teaching kids in a public school.  As his      

disciple, I am learning to be more like him.  I guess that is why I love working with children.  

Do you love working with children?  There are opportunities here in our church to teach kids 

about Jesus, but there are also opportunities to share God’s love in our public schools.  One 

such opportunity is  Pioneer clubs at David Brewer.  This is an opportunity to spend three 45 

minute sessions with 8-10 kids and teach them about something you love to do.  It could be 

sewing, or wood working, or playing chess or baking.  But it would give you an opportunity to 

meet children you wouldn’t meet otherwise and show them that you care.  If you would like 

more information about this or volunteering with children at church, contact Sandy Wood. 
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The Leavenworth Community has great educational  
institutions in the Leavenworth School District 453, 
Lansing School District 469, and the Kansas City  
Kansas Community College (KCKCC) Pioneer Career 
Center. The First United Methodist Church recognizes 
the struggles of teachers in the classroom to ensure 
they have all of the material and capability to  
adequately educate our children, grandchildren, and 
others in need of education. 
  
The Leavenworth Public School Education Foundation 
was formed as a way of supporting educational efforts 
in the Leavenworth community that might not otherwise 
become a reality. The Lansing Educational Foundation 

enhances the excellence in the learning environment in partnership with the schools and the 
community. The KCKCC Pioneer Career Center is helping to close the gap in skilled trades by 
educating all ages in career fields that support manufacturing, construction, repair services, 
domestic services and other trade organizations within our community. 
  
First United Methodist Church of Leavenworth, KS set goals 
for connecting with our community and growing young. We 
are focusing our efforts on the transformation of our commu-
nity with a continuous concerted effort for transforming the 
world. As a local church, we must look at our neighborhood 
and the community closest to us to ensure we share our 
abundance with them as a priority. The school foundations 
and career center provide the donated funds directly to the 
classroom so that it directly benefits the students. Building 
this relationship with the teachers, the students, and the  
parents is our way to witness for the Lord. These  
connections with the younger generations will help ensure 
the future of faith in our community. These relationships truly matter. 
  

We contributed some of our apportionment 
this year to these three organizations as a gift 
to the students of our community. The  
appreciation on the faces of those receiving 
these contributions was a pure delight. Our 
faith community is reaching out to our 
schools in a way that they need in order for 
our children, grandchildren, and those need-
ing education to receive direct benefits to 
their futures. Those generations that gave be-
fore us are greatly enhancing our current ca-
pabilities and now we give to the future gen-
erations from the prosperity that we have en-
joyed. 
  
Thank you for your generosity and may God 

Bless us all. 

Giving Back to the Community 
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Leavenworth Backpack Buddies. We under-

stand that this gift came from the Community 

Thanksgiving Service and we appreciate that 

very much. We are grateful for your support 

of this program and the good it does for local 

children.  Sandy Lowery BPB Volunteer 

Itch’n to Stitch Ladies: 

Thank you for the beautiful quilt. The thoughtful-

ness of everyone involved with the construction of 

this quilt has truly touched me.   

                                    Thank you—Chez Shafer 

We are grateful for the love and sup-

port from the Nurture Committee 

and the entire church. Thank you—

especially Carla Hamon. 

 Doug & Alice Hall 

Thank you so much for the red-

white-and-blue Veteran’s quilt. It is 

especially fitting that the centerpiece 

is a Greek cross, with equal arms. 

That is the cross used by the Army 

Medical department, where I served 

my entire military career. 

The quilt is not only beautiful, it is 

warm and cozy in this cold weather. 

Whenever I wrap up in it, I feel 

loved. It’s good to be a part of a  

congregation  that takes care of each 

other, as well as the community.                       

                     Claudia McAllaster 

Ladies at 1st United Methodist Church of Leavenworth:  

Thank you so much for the sweet homemade quilt that was made for our baby 

Preston!  We are so blessed to have a church family that thought of us because 

of our amazing aunt Theresa!! We will think of you each time we wrap our little 

boy in it!                  God Bless, James, Melissa & Boys Lewis 

I would like to thank all of those that—

sometimes on short notice—help when we 

have a funeral luncheon...from setting the 

tables to baking cookies and making soup 

as well as serving the meal and cleaning up 

afterwards. Many hands make light work. 

 Theresa Hicks 

Thank you so much for the beautiful Honor 

Quilt. I truly appreciate the thought, work, 

and love you put into it. I feel humbled and 

honored to have been remembered for 

such a beautiful gift. I will treasure it  

forever.  Thank you      Jim Wolfe 
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Our church-wide focus for the new year is connecting with our 

community. For Virtual Ministries this focus is reflected in  

improving the church network and other technologies. Things 

like our network infrastructure, the recording set up in the 

sanctuary, and multi-purpose devices for the church are ways 

we are aiming to increase our connections. 

Our network infrastructure has had incremental improvements 

over the past few years to increase reliability and coverage 

over the church campus. This is a renewed area of emphasis 

for us for 2020. Nothing says “get out” to a young person like 

poor Wi-Fi, so every improvement we can make is an im-

portant investment. 

As we move forward with our online streaming, there are many areas that we can make  

improvements to increase the production quality of the stream. Things like additional cameras so 

that tighter areas can be focused on without jarring zooming and refocusing. We can adjust and  

improve the sanctuary lighting so that the exposure and composition can be improved for viewing. 

Small improvements in production quality are what convinces someone who sees your content to 

stick around long enough to see if they want to add it to their lives.  

Another initiative we are working on is finding new ways to supplement our ministries with  

technology, or add new ones based on our increased technological capacity. One example is  

connecting with the homebound via the stream with church viewing devices and even internet  

transmitters. Our position as a non-profit allows us to find systems like that for a significantly reduced 

rate compared to a business. As with all ministries, this would only work with time commitments from 

people willing to serve to help meet the needs of those being ministered to. 

It doesn’t matter how many shiny new devices we buy, or how many elegant software solutions we 

find. The real way for us to connect with our community is through people. Please consider if you are 

being called to minister to our community. If you think you have a good idea but don’t know how you 

could make it work technologically, that’s one of the reasons I am here.  

One with you in Christ, 

Steven Shade 

Rev. Dr. Dave York 

Senior Pastor 

Wayne Parks 

Director of  Operations 

 

Kristen  Howell 

Director of Young People’s 

Ministries 

Sandy Wood 

Children’s Ministries Leader 

Steven Shade 

Virtual Ministries Administrator 

Youth Coordinator 

Libby Frashier 

Administrative Assistant 

Our FUMC-L Staff 



  

We’re on the web! 

fumclvks.org 

www.facebook.com/LeavenworthFirstUMC 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

422 Chestnut 

Leavenworth, KS 66048 

Phone: 913-682-5374 

Educational Bldg.: 913-675-7495 

 

Music Healing the Heart & Soul pre-

sents:  

 

Benefit concert on behalf of  

Save the Music Foundation 

 

 

Friday, January 17th 

 

 

5pm Silent Auction 

 

6:00pm Concert 


