Sharing the good news of our congregation
Office hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-12pm & 1pm-5pm Friday 8am-12p m

June 25 , 2019

Think on These Things – June 2019
What a difference a year makes! Last year, I was starting as the new pastor for
First United Methodist Church of Leavenworth. Year one was such a
blessing. I believe the church is starting to turn around and come out of a
season of challenging trials. The writer of Ecclesiastes wrote, “There is a time
for everything and a season for every activity.” Last year was a season of
healing and recovery. While it still is going on, I see a new season on the
horizon for FUMCL. A season of growth and hope!
One of the greatest joys of my last year has been getting to know the
Leavenworth/Lansing community and Ft. Leavenworth. No place like it in
the world. “Leavenworth is the best hometown in the Army” and I would
agree with that statement. Rhonda, Taylor and I love living here. Our home
is taking shape, our future is filled with planning and optimism. Rhonda’s
dog training business is taking off; Taylor is making plans for continuing his
education at KCK in the fall and keep working his job. I expect our future to
be better. I like the direction we are headed as a family.
I like the direction we are headed as a church family, too. Some of the best comments I heard
from Army families when they were leaving was how warm and welcoming the congregation is.
That takes effort on everyone’s part. It starts outside the building with the work we do to keep
our building looking sharp and in good order. Thanks to Grant for all of his work as Maintenance
Supervisor and to Wayne, our Director of Operations. They have been diligent in working with
facility upgrades. Repairs are being done to our stain glass windows to keep them beautiful for
decades to come. Roof repairs will insure the integrity of our towers for decades. We are
investing today so future generations, people we don’t even know yet, can worship the Lord in a
building that honors God.
We emphasize hospitality because it’s one of our core values. When a person is a guest in our
building, it’s all of our duty to welcome that person as if he/she is the most important person in
the world. Here are some ways to BE MORE WELCOMING:

 Smile. Unspoken language is often the strongest form of communication.
 Be interested in them. Listen to their story about where they are from or how they learned
about the church.
 Say hello

 Offer them your name if you don’t know them. “Hello, I don’t believe I know you. My name is
______________. What’s yours?
 Invite them to sit with you in worship.

Continued on page 2
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 Help them find simple things like where the bathroom is. Answer their questions and show them





where things are if you can.
After worship, make sure you talk with them. Most newcomers don’t stay too long so use your
first three minutes to make contact with a new person. Your friends will wait to see you.
Serve with our front door hospitality team. It’s a joy to stand out front and see everyone as they
come into church. Contact Kathi LaMoe at 913-727-2885 or the office at 913-682-5374.
Follow up with a visit. We have a team that goes out and welcomes people at their home after
they attend worship. It’s a front door visit to thank them for being with us. Kathi is the go-to
person on this one, too.
Welcome extends beyond the wall, too. Walk across the street and welcome new neighbors.
They need friends and friendly people to help them navigate our community. Invite them to your
homes and to church. Witness your love for Jesus by being welcoming to stranger.

Most of all, God’s Spirit is moving among us. Our hearts are being healed and our strength is gathering to love our neighbors. We have endured hard times and great personal losses. Those days will
still come. I like the direction we are heading. Things are a lot better than they were last year at this
time. July and August are critical months for the growth of our church and the lives of families in
our communities. Welcome all people with the love you have experienced through Jesus Christ.
Thanks for letting me be your pastor for another year!
Pastor Dave

= Our Mission=

“We are a Church of the Ages, Serving the Present Age by making Disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of our community and world”

= Our Vision =

Transform lives through sharing Christ’s love and being a thriving, spirit-filled church

=Congregational Values=

Primacy of Scripture, Devotion to Divine Trinity, Wesleyan Heritage, and Hospitality for All.
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1st

Shannon Williams

23rd

Rebecca Beasley

2nd

Karen Piper

Rodney Edington

George Short

Lisa Shepard

3rd

Riley Weeks

24th

Gary Russell

5th

Lisa Morris

25th

Jim Beil

8th

Tanner Hendrix

Michelle Briggs

9th

Vi Schott

Rachel Sanders

Cole Shepard

Elizabeth Sanders

Carla Wiegers

Tom Tish

10th

Ron Roggentien

26th

Rodney Yates

Joy Defrees
Cassie Pawlowski

13th

Lynn Goss

28th

14th

Jeff Eyerly

Galen Hooser

Judy Wolfe

Jamie Walley
31st

Victor Cochran

15th

Getty Gaumer

Neil Bustraan

18th

Corliss Fox

Kedzie Hopkins

20th

Betty Dye

Sarah Smith

22nd

Andy Hall

16yr

23rd
25th

Leroy & Teresa Hicks
Wayne & Helen Parks

42yr
38yr

Steve & Margaret Songer

45yr

29th

Keven & June Bond

41yr

12th

Bill & Nancy Shade

33yr

30th

Tony & Nina McNeill

36yr

21st

Randy & Linda Herrman

46yr

Tom & Andy Pawlowski

25yr

30yr

Joey & Molly Sepulvado

15yr

2nd

David & Lois Kastner

36yr

5th

Brian & Kari Anderson

6th

22nd Steve & Lisa Shepard

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? Did we get it wrong? Please call
the office to confirm that we have your correct information in our computer!

Join us for

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM Worship Services
9:45 AM Church School
“Fresh Expressions” 9:45 AM (3rd Sunday of
each month)
(Nursery provided for all services)

Sunday evening activities will resume in the fall

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

3

1p Discipleship

6p Missions

6:30p

7

8

9

10

See Sunday
activities above

6p SPRC

6p Trustees

6:30p

Thu

Fri

Sat

4
OFFICE CLOSED

5

6

11
8:30a Staff mtg

12

13

1:30 Itch’n to Stitch

4:30 Glamann
Wedding

Bible Study

Bible Study

6p Wedding
rehearsal

Love Well Youth Conference - KCMO

14

15

See Sunday
activities above

21

6p Finance

22

See Sunday
activities above

28
See Sunday
activities above

16

29

17
6:30p

23

24

6p Church Council

6:30p

30

31
6:30p

18
Bible Study

Bible Study

20

26

27

8:30a Staff mtg
1p Itch’n to Stitch

25
Bible Study

19

8:30a Staff mtg
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First United Methodist Church:
Thank you for choosing me for
this scholarship. I am tryly honored to receive it. I promise to
put in the work and effort that has
gotten me to this point. Someday,
I will give back to my community,
just like your organization is doing.
Thank you for believing in me.
Ellie Seeler

Dear Nurture & Care Team & Prayer Chain,
The kindness and love shown to me by my church family
helps strengthen and calm me during the waiting for
treatment of cancer.
The prayer shawl presented to me by Sandy Simmons
has brought comfort knowing you care.
Love, Sandy Davis

Dear FUMC,

I appreciate the support you have given me over the
years and through the scholarship. I appreciate everything you’ve done for me. Thank you for the gifts.
Mirinda Lowery

Dear Samaritans Buffet,
Thank you for the “Angel Meals” Marsha
delivered in May. It was so thoughtful of
you to help us with a meal and be able to
visit with Marsha.
Slowly but sure I’m making progress so life is
good.
Thanks again,
Sandy Davis

Thank you so much for the prayer
shawl.

I

generosity

am
and

humbled

by

your

out-pouring

of

prayer and concern for my sisterin-law, Brenda.
I will treasure the shawl always.
I know God will wrap His love in
the folds each prayer breathed.
Thank you—Teresa Lewis
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Just a quick note from the Sacred Arts Ministry at FUMCL this month…
”looking forward and reaching outward.” A lot has happened over the past
months here in our Church to help increase our ability to be a force for
good in our community and in the world. The challenge for this month:
consider just how well you know your community. Who lives here?
Where are they at in life? What are their needs? Are you able to help fill
any of those needs?
God bless, and “keep on truckin’!”
Mark Campbell

Church Structures and the Next Generation
The first stage of our restoration of the main church cast stone, stained glass, and roofing is now complete.
The second stage has begun. These efforts are for significantly reducing the high risk to the church facilities
and preservation for the future.
The roof repair and renovation is now completed. The leaks have stopped. HALLELUIAH!!!
The repair and renovation of our stained glass on the south side of the church has begun. There will be plain
glass in its place until this work is completed. The company performing this work is restoring our current
stained glass and repairing/replacing the moldings and millwork around each window opening. They will also
emplace an outside vented cover on the stained glass in order to preserve it for over 100 years. We have
gotten 107 years out of what we currently have so this work will provide the same longevity but with greater results using new technologies. This work should be completed by November 2019. (Look at the glass on
the west and south sides of the sanctuary to see the end result.)
The stonework negotiations are still ongoing with local companies. Please continue to be patient with us
because this is a lengthy and arduous process to ensure good stewardship for God’s house. “The end of a
matter is better than its beginning, and patience is better than pride.” Ecclesiastes 7:8
As we look to our future generations, we intend to better serve our current
generation and build for future generations just as generations of the past
provided for us. Future renovation efforts will be focused on growing young
and making space for generations to come. Stay tuned as we continue to tell
our story of campus growth.

Our FUMC-L Staff
Rev. Dr. Dave York

Kristen Howell

Libby Frashier

Senior Pastor

Director of Young People’s Ministries

Administrative Assistant

Wayne Parks

Sandy Wood

Grant Zschoche
Maintenance Supervisor

Director of Operations

Children’s Ministries Leader

Mark Campbell

Steven Shade

Tyler Boehmer

Virtual Ministries Administrator
Youth Coordinator

Organist / Pianist/
Genesis Chimers Director

Director of Sacred Arts Ministries
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The church was filled with laughter and learning June 10 - 14 with Roar Vacation Bible
school. Fifty six children and thirty two volunteers sang songs, played games and
learned how God rescued the Israelites from slavery and led them to the Promised
Land. Bellarmee Milosi taught the kids about Africa and how to say “hello, friend” in
five African languages. The children brought a mountain of food for a local food pantry and raised $281 for World Vision to use in Zambia.
Thank you to everyone that brought supplies, prayed, volunteered or brought children.
Vacation Bible school is a great example of the church growing young and it could not
have happened without your help. A special thank you to Nancy Shade who did all the
organizational work to make VBS happen.
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Who is My Neighbor?
Luke 10:25-29
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what
must I do to inherit eternal life?” He answered, “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind;
and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will
live.” But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

The above passage of scripture is an exchange between a lawyer and Jesus that serves as the lead in to Jesus’
parable about the Good Samaritan. The lawyer asks a question, “Who is my neighbor?” that we find ourselves asking over again throughout time. I know I’m supposed to love God and neighbor; I know it’s the
very crux of my calling as a Christian. But who is it specifically that I’m called to love?
If you’ve spent any length of time in the church, you’ve likely heard this story before. It’s a favorite story of
preachers and lectionaries and it obviously bears repeating. But for as many times as you’ve heard it, you’ve
likely got all the tropes down. Who is my neighbor? The literal person next door. Who is my neighbor? The
starving child across the globe. Who is my neighbor? That person in the other political party with whom I
just don’t see eye-to-eye. We imagine people in all walks of life - near and far - as our neighbors because
that’s what we’re supposed to do. If God’s love is directed towards that person (and spoiler alert: God’s
love is directed towards all persons), then they are my neighbor.
So that begs the question: If we’ve determined that every person is our neighbor because they’re God’s
neighbor, what is the very first step to caring for them? We get to know them. When we get to know our
neighbors, we are better able to understand their needs and how we can care for them. But it’s not just as
simple as doing good for the people around us; God calls us to love. Loving someone indicates a relationship
– it's nearly impossible to love someone without ever interacting with them. When we actually know our
neighbors, not only are we able to help them, but they’re able to help us, too. We build a connection based
on mutual interest and care for one another, rather than just fulfilling needs we think they have in order to
check it off a list of good deeds to do.
Of course, our neighbor is everyone, but First United Methodist of Leavenworth has a specific focus on the
one-mile radius around the church and getting to know our literal, immediate neighbors. Here are some
ways we can focus on getting to know the people of Leavenworth, and especially our geographic neighbors:
1) Shop local. When you can, try to shop for what you need at local stores and restaurants. Get to know
the owners and staff.
2) Look to get to know people already around you. Does your kid play soccer? Do you attend a class at
a community college? Connect with the people that are right where you already are.
3) Learn about your community. Study the demographics of your city. Visit a museum to understand the
history of the city. Invest in knowing and being passionate about where you live.
4) Consider joining a new club or activity. Find a place where you fit within the fabric of the community.
These places are where your talents and passions connect with programs that already exist in the
community. Don’t see what you’re looking for? Consider making one.
5) Imitate Jesus. If all else fails, just try to be more like Jesus. When we do that, most everything else falls
into place.
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The Martha Circle group met for lunch
before their summer break at Metropolitan
Steak House on June 13th.
Those in attendance from left to right are: Loleta Hartley, Carol Russell, Lou Ann Roggentien, Diane Mills,
Gayle Moore, Marilyn Nilsen, Frances Rogers, Pat Hessenflow, Ruth Kenton, Arlene, Butler, Teresa Hicks,
Donna Ramsey, Ginny Evans, and Joan Atwell. A good time was had by all!

Cub Scouts Host Open House
Cub Scout Pack 3109, chartered to First United Methodist Church in Leavenworth, Kansas hosted an open house for new Cub Scouts and leaders Thursday, June 27 at the Leavenworth Public Library.
Boys and girls from kindergarten through fifth grade and their parents were invited to the open house. At
the meeting visitors had the opportunity to join Pack 3109 and begin their quest to build the world’s fasted
Pinewood Derby car, learn about nature and earn special recognitions and awards.
Cub Scouting means "doing." Everything in Cub Scouting is designed to have the boys doing things, with fun
activities used to achieve the aims of Scouting—citizenship training, character development, and personal
fitness.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
422 Chestnut
Leavenworth, KS 66048
Phone: 913-682-5374
Educational Bldg.: 913-675-7495
E-mail: office@fumclvks.org

We’re on the web!
fumclvks.org
www.facebook.com/LeavenworthFirstUMC
(worship services livestream each Sunday)

