
March, 2019 – THINK ON THESE THINGS 

We are coming upon the season of Lent which is our forty-day period that 
begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6 and ends on Holy Saturday, April 20, 
2019.  Fat Tuesday or the date of Mardi Gras is seen by some as one last 
party before a season of repentance begins.  Of course, New Orleans and 
Rio would say there is a party every day!  The dates of Lent and Easter 
change each year because it is set to the lunar cycle.  So, some years it is 
early and others it is later in the spring.  The word “lent” comes from an 
old Anglo-Saxon word lencten, which means “spring.”  Symbols of death 
and resurrection are certainly seen in nature at the end of winter and 
beginning of spring.  During our Ash Wednesday service, we have an 
imposition of ashes on the forehead or hand in the shape of a cross.  It’s a 
reminder that we are created from the dust and from dust we will return.  
Only through the mercy and grace of God are we given eternal life.  Forty 
days of coming back to God just as Jesus was tested for forty days in the 
wilderness with Satan or forty years in the wilderness for Israel.   

Historically, Lent is a season of self-examination, repentance and self-
sacrifice.  Giving up something for Lent started as a way of sacrificial 
commitment.  Of course, giving up dating supermodels or playing video 
games for the early 2000’s might not be considered sacrificial J  I prefer to 
consider taking up or giving up.  For example, it’s the idea of replacement 
when it comes to fasting.  I do not partake in this practice like eating daily 
lunch, and replacing it with reading my Bible during that time.  For 
example, the staff is working a six-week study on prayer.  Each reading 
takes 20-30 minutes each day.  So, we will have to take up reading/
praying and give up watching TV or surfing the internet.   

Here are some non-traditional practices you might consider taking up this 
season.  Thanks to Joe Iovino at UM Communications for his suggestions.   

Apologizing to someone – Lent is a season of repentance.   
Performing a random act of kindness – expressing your love for Christ 

through generosity to another.   
Visit the lonely – Jesus taught that the way you treat others says a lot 

about what you think of him.  Stop at a care facility or a children’s 
hospital, Volunteer at a senior center and start conversations with 
people who have plenty of stories.   
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Say thank you – who are people that could use a word of encouragement and gratitude?  Teach-

ers, coaches, public service workers, parents, neighbors, Sunday school teachers, authors, be-
hind the scenes people.  Write or text or email a thank you a day.  You’ll be changed by the 
process. 

Tell others you love them.   
Serve in worship – sing in the choir, be on hospitality team, choose to serve in some way.  Don’t 

wait to be asked to tell your glory sighting.  Just start! 
Learning something new about Christianity.  Attend a class, read a book, study a book of the Bi-

ble, find different experiences of Jesus.  Pastor Dave’s new small group on lamenting and sor-
row will begin between services on March 10, the first Sunday of Advent. 

Our theme for Lent this season is: “Come, Lift Up Your Sorrow:  Learning the Language of Lament.”  
Each Sunday will find us examining real circumstance of suffering, grief, disappointment and sor-
row.  Listed below are sermon titles for each service. 

Wednesday, March 6 Ash Wednesday  

Sunday March 10 – No More Faking Fine 

Sunday March 17 - What to do When You Have Lost It All 

Sunday March 24 – Is it OK to be Mad at God? 

Sunday March 31 – Tears Speak When Words Fail. 

Sunday April 7 – Please Take It Away – Even God Asks Why 

Sunday April 14 – Rejected by the Ones You Love – Palm Sunday 

I invite you to attend worship each and every Sunday of Lenten.  Maybe that is your practice to take 
up during the season.  Commit to be here and give God your time, the most precious asset you pos-
sess.  Invite someone you know who might benefit from this sermon series.  We know lots of folks 
who are hurting and trying to find answers to serious questions and feelings.  Crying out to God is a 
major portion of the scripture that we frequently overlook.  Giving God our whole heart especially 
the wounded parts may be the greatest offering we can give to him.  See you Sunday!   

            Dave 
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= Our Mission= 
“We are a Church of the Ages, Serving the Present Age by making Disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of our community and world” 

=Congregational Values=  
Primacy of Scripture, Devotion to Divine Trinity, Wesleyan Heritage, and Hospitality for All. 

= Our Vision = 
Transform lives through sharing Christ’s love and being a thriving, spirit-filled church 
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1st  Amanda Parks  

4th Amy Baehr 

 Noah Expose 

 Lindsey Piper 

 Cynthia Walley 

5th Martha Nielsen 

 Tracy Resch 

7th Michelle Parks 

8th John Hardaway 

 Alisha Holyfield 

 Aidan Johnson 

 Tanya Marshall 

9th Easton Bakke 

 Ashtan Sargent 

10th Kim Baker 

11th Aaron Brown 

13th Jimmie Stallings 

14th Debra Eyerly 

15th Doug Cook 

 Steve Short 

 

18th Blake Galley 

19th Chase Cole 

 Linda Bennett 

21st Klaus Sanford 

 Garrett Wecas 

22nd Kathi LaMoe 

 Roy Ramsey 

 Doris Walker 

23rd Sara Mulford 

 Maxine Schroyer 

24th Christel Ludwig 

26th Annette McCollum 

27th Marlin Holyfield 

28th Christian Bakke 

29th Katie Smith 

30th Alexis Cole 

 Christine Varnal 

31st Amy Zschoche 

  8th Ron & Phelba Wecas 50yr 

16th Dwayne & Rebecca Beasley 33yr 

18th Dae & Jennifer Ko 17yr 

 

 

21st John & Verna Raines 27yr 

28th Bob & Kay Hale 61yr 

31st Ed & Laurie Johnson 35yr 

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  Did we get it wrong?  Please call 

the office to confirm that we have your correct information in our computer!     

We can’t include it if we don’t know it.   (913) 682-5374 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
 
11:00am 

Samaritans’ 
Buffet 

3 
See Sunday 
Schedule above 

4 
 
6:30pm Boy Scouts 

5 
 
12:30p NT Bible 

Study 
 

6 
9:45am Heart & 

Soul 
3:45pm Faith Forum 
 
7:00pm Ash 

Wednesday 
Service 

7 
 
8:30am Staff Devotions 

& Planning Mtg 
 
7:00pm Heart & Soul 

8 9 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
See Sunday 
Schedule above 

11 
 
5:30pm 

Discipleship 
6:00pm SPRC 
6:30pm Boy Scouts 
 

12 
 
12:30p NT Bible 

Study 

13 
 
9:45am Heart & 

Soul 
NO FAITH 

FORUM 
6:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

14   8:30am Staff 
Devotions & 
Planning Mtg 

2:00pm Martha     
           Circle 

2:30pm Nurturing  
          Ministries 

7:00pm Heart &  
             Soul 

15 16 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
See Sunday 
Schedule above 

18 
 
6:30pm Boy Scouts 

19 
 
12:30p NT Bible 

Study 

20 
1st day of Spring! 

 
9:45am Heart & 

Soul 
3:45pm Faith Forum 
6:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

21 
8:30am Staff Devotions 

& Planning Mtg 
100pm Itch’n to Stitch 
6:00pm KC District 

Regional Meeting 
 
7:00pm Heart & Soul 

22 23 

24 
See Sunday 
Schedule above 

25 
 
6:30pm Boy Scouts 

26 
 
12:30p NT Bible 

Study 

27 
 
9:45am Heart & 

Soul 
3:45pm Faith Forum 
6:30pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

28 
8:30am Staff Devotions 

& Planning Mtg 
 
7:00pm Heart & Soul 

  

 Join us for  
SUNDAY SERVICES: 

  8:30 AM  & 11:00 AM Worship Services  

9:45 AM  Church School  

“Fresh Expressions” 9:45 AM (3rd Sunday of each month) 

(Nursery provided for all services) 

2019 

Sunday Activities: 

9:45am AM Groups 

3:30pm—Fusion 56 

4:30pm—Genesis Chimers 

5:00pm—Jubilate & Youth Bells 

6:00pm Wesley Ringers 

6:00pm REFUGE (Youth group) 
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My thanks to Teresa Hicks and all who were involved in 
preparing and serving the lunch following Charlie’s service.  
I  especially appreciated you providing my kids “to go”  
boxes as they journeyed back to school in Pittsburg,  
Manhattan, and McPherson late that afternoon.    
Thank you all so much.             
    Marguerite Hilscher 

Dear Nurture & Care Team: 

  What a great bag of items received from you.  All 

those goodies didn’t go to waste—Think I scarfed 

the bag of popcorn before getting everything out of 

the bag. My day wouldn’t be complete without read-

ing the daily devotionals in “The Upper Room,” nor 

would weekly “Home Touch Offerings.” 

I also appreciate your thoughtfulness throughout the 

year. 

  Christian Love, Maryann McAfee 

Dear Nurture & Care Committee,  

Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer shawl 
given to me when I broke my  sternum. The prayer 
shawl is not only lovely but very useful in this cold 

weather. 

My special thanks to Cheryl Rader. Also thank you 
to Donna Ramsey for delivering the shawl and her 

visit and telephone calls. 

My husband and I appreciate all the wonderful work 
the Nurture & Care Committee performs in First 

Methodist. Thank you also for the inspiring cards. 

  Fondly, Virginia Hardaway 

We thank everyone for the prayer mantle 
given to Doug in January when he had 
surgery at St. Luke’s in Kansas City. We 
also appreciate the care packages we  
receive throughout the year, delivered by 
faithful friend, Carla Hamon. 

  Doug & Alice Hall 

Dear Friends, 

Thanks for the lovely send-off in the Sunday Worship 

Service! We are living with boxes in our new home but 

making headway. God Bless—we will be back now and 

then. 

  In Christian Love, Tom & Karen Tish 

Thanks to your generous gift and partnership and God’s  

goodness and power, in 2018 we: 

 Helped transform lives of over 3.5 million children in our 

child sponsorship programs worldwide. 

 Had tons of food supplies to help nourish children and 

families 

 Helped provide access to clean water for 4 million people 

& improved sanitation and hygiene for millions of people. 

 Responded to many humanitarian emergencies around the 

world. 

 Partnered with thousands of churches to bridge the gap 

between their communities and communities in need 

around the world. 

Thank you for pressing into the miraculous with us this past 

year. I pray that God will bless you richly for your service to 

His beloved ones. 

With deep gratitude.  

 

Edgar Sandoval, Sr. 

President, World Vision 
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Kids First Worship 

 

Every Sunday at the 11:00 service, there is a special time for children.  

They come up to the front with one of our children’s time  

presenters. Sometimes they hear a story, sometimes there is an  

object lesson, sometimes they wiggle, sometimes they whisper,  

almost always they are listening (even when it doesn’t look like it!)  

This time closes with prayer and then our accompanist plays as the 

children and the Kids First Worship leaders and helpers exit and go 

across the street. Do you ever wonder what the children are doing 

when they go across the street? 

Each week we continue worship in the Chapel, a beautiful space  

designed with worship in mind.  If you haven’t ever seen it, I  

recommend you take some time to do so.  We begin by lighting our 

candles, singing together and praying.  Our “sermon” takes a variety 

of forms: reading from the Bible or a Bible storybook, Art Attack (I’ll 

have to explain that one in person!), videos (professional and  

homemade), and sometimes a total immersion in the story. 

Each story from the Bible has within it something to thank God for. 

An offering plate is brought to each child and they place their hand 

inside and tell God thank you. Sometimes a child will put money in 

the offering plate at the same time. 

After prayer, we continue to explore the Bible story through a  

variety of activities. On February 24, we used Play-Doh to re-enact 

the story of Jesus calling the disciples.  

 

Long story short: We worship.  



Help us share the stories you have 
about your ministries.  We love to hear 
about the ways your ministry serve all 
of  God’s loved ones.  Just send or 
bring in your story and we will post it 
in the next available edition of  the  
Jubilate. 
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Before switching to the United Methodist tradition, I really didn't have a strong understanding of the 

Church calendar year. We had Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and Easter. Everything else was more or less 

overlooked with no real rhythm throughout the year. Something that I have really loved about being a 

Methodist is the way we engage Christian holidays throughout the year. We don't just have Christmas; we 

have Advent to lead us up to Christmas. We don't just have Easter; we have Ash Wednesday, Lent, Maundy 

Thursday, and Good Friday. 

 

 

What's so wonderful about these little movements within the church calendar is that they help to prepare 

us for the holiday before us. We wait in anticipation of Jesus' birth so that we can more fully celebrate 

Christmas. Right now in the church calendar, we are about to enter into a time of Lent inaugurated by Ash 

Wednesday. The purpose of Ash Wednesday is to repent from our sins and devote ourselves to fasting and 

prayer. This is followed by a time of repentance and mourning in the 40 days of Lent. These 40 days are 

meant to parallel the 40 days Jesus spent in the desert. 

 

 

Lent is a great natural space in the church year to face the ways that we have harmed our relationship with 

God or with others. It is a time to mourn the hurt that we have caused in the world, but also the hurt that 

we have experienced, as well. We cannot be in the best state of mind for the resurrection on Easter  

morning if we haven't gone through the smaller moments before. How can we understand the excitement 

the disciples or Mary, the Mother of Christ, would have felt if we do not sit with them in their grief on 

Good Friday? 

 

 

I have found that the practices of attending services during Lent help to ground me within my faith  

community and the Christian tradition universally. It helps me prepare my heart for the excitement of 

Christmas or the triumph of Easter morning. We must mourn our losses before we can celebrate Christ 

overcoming death. The night comes before the dawn. 
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Serving the Present Age – Building Fund Update 

FUMCL Membership made some significant decisions in 2018 concerning our future facility and 

property requirements. Our local church exists to be a strategic base to serve the local community 

and world through Christian ministry.  Ministry is studying and teaching each other the way of the 

Holy Spirit; feeding the souls and the bodies of our local community; and bringing others in our  

local community to find their faith in God. The focus and efforts of all at FUMCL must be on  

ministry in order to grow in spirituality and in numbers of Christian believers. Given current and 

projected attendance at FUMCL over the next 10 years, the current facilities fulfill the community’s 

needs for this purpose.  

 

The Special Church Conference met on 14 March 2018 where the vote approved ceasing  

accepting any further Building Fund contributions associated with the 2012 Capital Campaign and 

individually contacting all contributors to see if they wanted their donations returned. The  

subsequent Church Council meeting at the end of March decided that the remaining funds will be 

named “Capital Building Fund” and can only be used for church building projects due to the  

reasons originally given for the campaign. The term “Campaign” was taken out of the title but  

Capital remained to identify the types of work that could be performed with this existing fund. 

 

The original pledged amount for the 2013-2016 campaign was $760,296 by the membership and 

congregation, as reported in January 2015. The total amount received by the church for the  

Capital Building Campaign was $647,114. The total amount expended between the years 2011 

and 2018 against the campaign was $307,370, which includes the construction loan for the  

demolition of the East Junior High building; campaign communications and celebration dinner 

costs; architecture and survey fees; and contracted stewardship campaign service costs. FUMCL 

spent 47 percent of total receipts resulting in 53 percent remaining for redistribution as required. 

Any amount returned equaled 53 percent of an individual’s total donation.  

 

At the time when refunds began, July 2018, the fund was valued at $516,871, which is invested 

with the Commerce Bank investment group along with the Permanent Endowment Fund. Refunds 

in 2018 equaled $65,535 resulting in a final value of $451,336. The total amount of this fund varies 

depending on the market but is generally remaining constant at this point. We will be adjusting the 

risk of the investments to a more short-term strategy in order to preserve the value.  

 

The 2012 feasibility study projected significant population growth for the Leavenworth community 

and thus attendance at FUMCL.  This population and attendance growth has not transpired and 

does not appear to be on the horizon for the local community. The decision at the 2018 Special 

Church Conference resulted in a decision for continuing investing in transforming the Sanctuary 

Building and evaluating the feasibility of the existing Education Building. The Board of Trustees 

decided to use these funds toward modernization and refurbishment of the current Sanctuary 

Building in order to address high risk/priority renovation needs first followed by modernizing the 

sanctuary and fellowship hall. The planning is currently underway for implementation in  

2019-2021. 

 

If you have questions, please call the office at (913)682-5374.  
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  Our Church has hosted the Community Blood Center’s December 
blood drive for many years.  It should be noted that a vast majority of the 
blood needed to keep our hospitals adequately supplied comes from  
mobile blood drives such as ours. At the 12 December 2018 blood drive, 
the Community Blood Center staff registered 53 volunteer donors and 
collected 45 units of blood. A letter from the Account Manager at the 
Center as received expressing gratitude to the volunteers who supported 
the blood drive. 

Twelve volunteers included: Donna & Roy Ramsey, Sue Peckham, Cheryl and Gary Rader,  
Brendale Taylor, Jim and Judy Wolfe, Theresa Hicks, Deb Baeuchle, Sheila Bailey and Maryann 
McAfee plus Jan Mix on Stand-by. As in the past several years, Sloppy Joes were prepared by 
Cheryl Rader (with the assistance from Gary Rader) and offered to donors and Center staff in 
memory of Dave Serena who began this project several years ago. Kudos to our volunteers and 
New Life Seekers (for the Sloppy Joes). 

       Maryann McAfee 

       Blood Drive Coordinator 

I’ve been working on updating our membership database to include all of 

our previous members to help give us a complete picture of the history of 

our church.  Starting last March, with some help from a few volunteers, we 

have added over 6,000 records to this database with the earliest person 

baptized in 1861! I’m not done going  through them!  I’ve just started on 

the really old records and am working my way through the Civil war era 

now. 

During this endeavor, it occurred to me that this church, starting in 1854, 

has been a  faithful source of strength throughout the Civil War, both World Wars, Vietnam war  and 

into the current conflicts.  It is a testament to the impact that this church can have on the ages.  I’ve 

seen records of famous baseball players, actors, senators,  judges, soldiers, teachers, nurses, business 

owners, engineers, farmers, and some we’ll  never know because the  

person doing the recordkeeping wasn’t thinking about the history, only the membership at the time.  

Quite a few records don’t even have the wife’s first name…only identified as “Mrs.”    

I’ve read through countless obituaries; some with very basic information and some that went into the 

story of that person’s life.  I’ve read about a mother and daughter who died at the same time in a  

pedestrian-vehicle accident.  One  I read was about a young soldier who just got out of the military but 

died after saving a child from drowning because he thought someone else was in the water along with 

the child, I read of others killed or missing in action.  I even found a transfer request written by my  

father when he was pastor at a church in the 1960s.  It has been a richly rewarding project.   

I ask you to think about what information you think should be included in your own personal record.  

For many of the  current membership, we have very few records showing when or if they were  

baptized or confirmed. 

If you remember this information or have record of it in your personal life, please consider sharing 

that information with us so we can complete your membership record.  It is a continuation of the  

history of this church and the impact we can make on future Christians of our church.  Thank you. 

       Libby Frashier, FUMC-L Administrative Assistant 
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Scouts from Troop 173, chartered by First United Methodist Church,  

Leavenworth, conducted camping and survival demonstrations on Saturday, 

26 January, 2019.  Glenn Kolin is the Scoutmaster. 

Saturday, 2 February 2019, the Troup helped with the Church support 

“Samaritans Buffet” community outreach that serves 400-500 meals on the 

first Saturday of each Month. After helping with the community meal, the 

Scouts camped out, cooked with Dutch ovens and did a troop conservation 

project. First United Methodist Church recognized Boy Scout Sunday, 17  

February, 2019.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Kaw District of Heart of America Council of the Boy Scouts of 

America awarded Angela Derezinski Committee Chairperson of the 

year on Saturday, 26 January, 2019. 

Angela is the Committee Chair Person for Troup 173, and has been in 

the Scout program since 2000.  Troop 173 has been chartered by First 

United Methodist Church, Leavenworth for over 50 years. 

Scouting is Fun. Under Angela’s leadership as the Chairperson, Troop 

173 has traveled across America, including; High Adventure at 

Philmont Scout Ranch; Rocky Mountain High Adventure Base,  

Colorado; President Eisenhower’s Presidential Library; Midland  

Railway Historical Association Railroading merit badge; the aviation 

merit badge at Omaha and locally, including youth having their “first 

eagle flight experience.” The Troop traveled to the Cosmosphere for 

the Space Exploration merit badge, and to the salt mines under 

Hutchison, KS. Scouts have hauled their sleds in multiple Klondike 

Derbies. Every year the Troop participates in the Leavenworth  

Veteran’s Day Parade. 

Angela is not done yet. She has a vision to have one of the first young ladies join Troup 173 and to be a 

successful Scout. 
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Sometimes we may ask ourselves if we are making a positive difference. Undoubtedly we are. In 
2018, Samaritans Buffet served 6,435 meals. Yes, that’s six-thousand, four hundred, thirty-five 
meals. Who ate them? Homeless, those who are food insecure, FUMC shut-ins, volunteers and 
some who just need to be in a safe and welcoming social environment. 

None of this would have been available without your help, whether is was physically preparing and 
serving, delivering Angel Meals, providing monetary support, clean-up, prayers, or visiting with 
guests. We appreciate you and invite you to join us on the first Saturday of every month to contin-
ue this valuable ministry. 

       Jim Wolfe, Samaritans’ Buffet Team Member 

New Sunday School series 

Beginning March 10, Our New Life Seekers class will begin a new study, “Simon 
Peter: Flawed But Faithful Disciple” by Adam Hamilton.   

We meet in the Education Building from 9:45 to 10:40am Sunday mornings. If you 
are interested in coming to our class and would like to reserve a book, please  
contact Donna Ramsey by email at  dcramsey@kc.rr.com or call the office. We 
would love for you to join us!! 

Can’t make it to church on Sunday and want to watch our worship on-line but 

don’t know how to access it? 

These instructions should help: 

 

On a PC or Mac: On a Tablet or Phone (Facebook account required) 

1. Go to our website: www.fumclvks.org 1. Log into your Facebook account 

2. At the tope of the page, hover over Worship 2.  Search for @LeavenworthFirstUMC and tap the top 

    and click “Live”        result 

3.  If you have a Facebook account, click on the  3.  Scroll down part way and select the Video selection. 

    video with a red “LIVE” bubble. 4.   Tap on the video with the red “LIVE” bubble 

4.  If you do not have a FB account, use the  

    vertical menu to the left and click video and follow step 3 

mailto:dcramsey@kc.rr.com
http://www.fumclvks.org


We’re on the web!  

fumclvks.org 
www.facebook.com/LeavenworthFirstUMC 

  (worship services livestream each Sunday) 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

422 Chestnut 

Leavenworth, KS 66048 

Phone: 913-682-5374 

Educational Bldg.: 913-675-7495 

 

E-mail: office@fumclvks.org 

 Pastor Dave will be leading a small group during the Sundays of 
 Lent between services from 9:45-10:30am in Wesley Hall.  Our  focus 
 will be on bearing our grief, disappointment and sorrow before God.  
 Learn the language of lamenting and worshiping God through sorrow. 

March 10 –No more Faking Fine 

March 17—What Do you Do When You’ve Lost it All? 

March 24—It is OK to be Mad at God? 

March 31—The Language of Lament—Tears Speak when Words Fail 

April 7—Please Take It Away 

April 14—Service of Healing and Anointing 

 

Bishop’s Regional Gathering 

KC District Regional Gathering will be held on March 28th at Grace UMC, 11485 Ridgeview Rd. Olathe, 

Kansas.  The Bishop will give a briefing on the outcomes of the General Conference and engage us on the 

way forward for our Great Plains Conference. 


