
JANUARY 2019 – THINK ON THESE THINGS 

A new year has arrived with the same challenges and opportunities we 
always have.  Our 2019 church goal is to make ourselves better disciples of 
Jesus Christ.  It fulfills our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of our community and world.  That seems like a tall 
order considering turning the page on a calendar may change the year but 
doesn’t change us.   We are basically the same as we were before.  

Our 2019 church theme will be:  DREAM SMALL.  It’s based on a song 
from Josh Wilson.  Taking small steps toward loving our neighbors and 
loving God is moving forward.  It’s so easy to get stuck in our routines and 
rhythms.  Who we know, what we do, becomes automatic.  While we love 
the stability, it’s easy to get trapped in predictable ruts of church and 
discipleship.  If we are stuck, we are not moving forward.  Transformation 
involves change and change begins with me.  

So, DREAM SMALL.  You don’t have to do it all.  Live well treating others 
like you want to be treated.  Simple moments change the world.  Just 
today, for this moment, how can I be God’s presence to the person I am 
with in the place where I am?  Small steps get you going in the right 
direction.  It might mean a new routine on Sunday, making a new friend, 
making the trip across the street to meet my neighbors, or making a 
commitment to a new thing.  It will take dedication and commitment but 
don’t all things that matter!  Really, these changes change me.  Isn’t that 
what our discipleship with Jesus is all about?  Being transformed into the 
image of Christ for the sake of others.   

My invitation is this:  DREAM SMALL.  Acknowledge the vulnerability of 
starting and being a learner.  Take a small step forward. Dip your toe in 
the water and see how it is instead of sitting on the beach!  Keep in mind 
that God has been at work much longer than you have been.  Perhaps the 
Holy Spirit has been working all along to get you to this point?  Move 
forward, get unstuck, see where God is calling you to go individually and 
us to go as a church.  I know this.  You won’t be the same.  Neither will the 
people who encounter Jesus because of you.  The world is changed when 
one person isn’t the same.  My SMALL DREAM is that you will be that one 
person.  Let’s go together.  

      Dave 

December 28, 2018 Office hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-12pm & 1pm-5pm  Friday 8am-12p m 
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Kristen  Howell 
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Tyler Boehmer 
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Genesis Chimers Director 

Nancy Shade 
Director of Christian Education  

Steven Shade 
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Libby Frashier 
Administrative Assistant 

Grant Zschoche 
Maintenance Supervisor 

Brenda Sheumaker 
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Kathy McKinley 
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2nd Rick Anderson 

 Jack Spickelmier 

3rd Paul Estep 

 Mary Catherine Perry 

4th Doug Fox 

 Kaki Kinard 

5th Haley Kreutzer 

6th Chez Shafer 

7th Norma Bray 

 Alice Hall 

8th Dennis Dickson 

9th Erik Grafel 

 Thaddeuss Marshall 

10th Laura Johnson 

12th Martha Sepulvado 

13th Bonnie Hobbs 

 Logan Scanlon 

14th Jordan Gambrell 

 Bill Shade 

15th Tristan Tebbetts 

16th Alexandra Burkett 

17th Ed Johnson 

20th Margaret Elliott 

 Jim Wolfe 

21st Barbara Kempf 

 Elizabeth Un 

22nd John Aardema 

 Mike Crow 

 Lois Kastner 

23rd Jennifer Ko 

 Leah Wiegers 

 Adriana Yates 

24th Leona Sanford 

25th William McCollum 

26th Kai Foor 

27th Linda Landzettel 

29th Tony McNeill 

 Rick Sanders 

30th Michael Burkett 

 Helen Pepper 

 Verna Raines 

 John Raines 

31st Virginia Schalipp 

2nd Bill & Karen Kidder 32yr 

9th Ron & Lou Ann Roggentien 12yr 

23rd Jeff & Ann Andrews 26yr 

30th Mike & Trina Boyles 20yr 

31st Jim & Jan Glick 49yr 

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  Did we get it wrong?  Please call 

the office to confirm that we have your correct information in our computer!     

We can’t include it if we don’t know it.   (913) 682-5374 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 31 1 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 

2 
 
6:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

3 4 5 
 
11-1pm 
Samaritans’ 

Buffet 
ONE EVENT 

(Youth) 

6  ONE EVENT 
(No Local Youth 
Activities ) 
 
See Sunday 
Activity 
Schedule 

7 
 
6:30p Cub/Boy 

Scouts 

8   
    8:30a Staff Bible 

Study & Planning 
6:00p Missions 
6:00p Trustees  

9 
 
3:45p Faith Forum 
 
6:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

10 
2:00p Martha 

Circle 
2:30p Nurturing 

Ministries 
7:00p Heart & 

Soul 

11 12 

13 
 
See Sunday 
Activity 
Schedule 

14 
 
5:30p NOW 

Ministries 
6:00p SPRC 
6:30p Cub/Boy 

Scouts 

15 
    8:30a Staff Bible 

Study & Planning  
6:00p Discipleship 
6:00p Finance 

16 
 
3:45p Faith Forum 
 
6:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

17 
 
7:00p Heart & 

Soul 

18 19 

20 
 
See Sunday 
Activity 
Schedule 

21 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 

22 
    8:30a Staff Bible 

Study & Planning 
7:00p Church    

         Council 

23 
 
3:45p Faith Forum 
 
6:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

24 
 
7:00p Heart & 

Soul 

25 26 

27 
 
See Sunday 
Activity 
Schedule 

28 
 
6:30p Cub/Boy 

Scouts 

29 
8:30a Staff Bible 
Study & Planning  

30 
 
3:45p Faith Forum 
 
6:00p Choir 

Rehearsal 

31 

 

7:00p Heart & 
Soul 

  

 Join us for  
SUNDAY SERVICES: 

  8:30 AM  & 11:00 AM Worship Services  

9:45 AM  Church School  

“New Worship” 9:45 AM (3rd Sunday of each month) 

(Nursery provided) 

2019 

Sunday Activities: 

9:45am AM Groups 

3:30pm—Fusion 56 

4:30pm—Genesis Chimers 

5:00pm—Jubilate & Youth Bells 

6:00pm Wesley Ringers 

6:00pm REFUGE (Youth group) 
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To: The Itch’n to Stitch Ladies: 

I offer my sincere thanks and appreciation for the outstanding and superb  
handiwork that you displayed on your “Quilts of Honor”. Each quilt reflects the 
dedication, time and effort you displayed in picking out a theme or design for 
the quilt. They were a Work of Art.  The quilts of honor recognized each  
veteran’s military service to the United States of America and their military 
branch of service. 

As I walked by all the quilts of honor draped over the sanctuary altar rail, I  
observed how intricate each quilt was designed and pieced together to accent 
the different colors, shapes and textures into lovely beautiful quilts. Each quilt 
had a large piece of embroidered material which read “Quilt of Honor” “Thank 
you for your Service.” Tears filled my eyes as I felt so humble and honored by 
this wonderful act of kindness. I thank Phelba Wecas for the beautiful quilt she 
made for me. My Quilt of Honor is proudly displayed on my bed.    Tim Yenney 

Ladies of the Itch’n to Stitch: 

Thank you so much for the beautiful Veter-

ans quilt you made for me. I have it proudly 

displayed in my home and will cherish it forev-

er. Also, thank you for recognizing the sacri-

fices of veterans and their families. 

  In Admiration, 

  LTC (Ret) Jack Burkett 

To: Itch’n to Stitch 

From: H. Dean Hamon 

RE: Veterans Day Quilt 

    I greatly appreciate the beautiful quilt that you la-
dies designed/produced in honor of Veteran’s Day. 
We have it proudly displayed in our home. I realize it 
took many hours to make; the design and quality are 
exceptional!! 

It was an honor to serve; and an honor to receive 
your patriotic gift!  Thank you!! 

   Dean Hamon 

Owl Pendant Necklace 

Pearl Teardrop Pendant Necklace 

1 Pearl Stud Earring 

1 Wire Teardrop Earring 

Raspberry Drink container 

Peach colored Bonai Portable Phone Charger 

3 Pair Black Gloves 

  2 Black Full size Umbrellas 

 Red Winter Scarf 

  Earbuds 

  Red Child’s Sunglasses 

  Floral Child’s Sunglasses 

Black Reading Glasses 

Tortoise Shell Reading Glasses 

Turquoise & Black Collapsible Umbrella 

Black, white & red Floral Collapsible Umbrella 

Multi-floral Collapsible Umbrella 

Red/White Collapsible Umbrella 

Child’s Black coat with fur hood 

Navy League Windbreaker 

Women’s black jacket with jewel zipper 

Dk. Red Calvin Klein Fleece 

Black/Pink Women’s coat w/fur hood. 

 



 

January 6 - Telling Our Story to All People.  W e ’ll celebrate  
Epiphany and end the Christmas season with focusing on the Magi.  They 
represent the nations in our story of Christmas.  Jesus is the Light of the 
World for all people.  Celebrate Holy Communion and get your year started 
off well. 

January 13 – Baptism of the Lord Sunday.  Jesus heard the voice from  heaven say, 
“This is my son, in whom I am well pleased.” God’s opinion matters most and we need to be  
reminded of this truth.  We’ll celebrate with a Remember Your Baptism time following the sermon. 

January 20 – Dream Small.  Pastor Dave will begin a new  serm on series w ith the focus 
on growing in grace as disciples of Jesus.  Our church theme for 2019 comes from this wonderful 
new song.  Come and be part of a movement to becoming stronger followers of the LORD.   

January 27 – Sink or Swim – I’m Divin’ In.  Nancy Shade has been w orking hard on 
our intentional discipleship model.  We’ll use the river as our main image.  Some folks are sitting on 
the shore and maybe getting ready to stick their toe in the water.  Others are swimming and pushing 
out into deeper water.  How can we intentionally take another step forward toward Jesus regardless 
of what level of maturity we are?   

January is a great time to invite others to attend worship services.  They are looking to start fresh 
and know they need more of God in their lives.  Talk to friends, relatives, associates, neighbors and 
kids (FRANKs) in your life.   In a Barna survey, 85% of people who attend church worship services 
come because someone invited them.  50% of those surveyed said they were come if someone invited 
them.  You might be the person they need to get going again.   

If that’s too far beyond your relational comfort zone, mention what is going at FUMCL or tell them a 
story about church.  Those conversations create simple witnessing times that don’t involve asking for 
something.  They hear the joy and passion in your voice and see it in your face.  That kind of enthusi-
asm sounds like what people want as part of their lives, too!   
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= Our Mission= 
“We are a Church of the Ages, Serving the 
Present Age by making Disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of our 
community and world” 

=Congregational Values=  
Primacy of Scripture, Devotion  

to Divine Trinity,  
Wesleyan Heritage, and Hospitality for All. 

= Our Vision = 
Transform lives through sharing Christ’s love 

and being a thriving, spirit-filled church 

 

 

 

 

In 2019, in addition to anniversaries and  

birthdays, we want to include blessings and those 

people who need our prayers and those who 

made an impact on our Christian lives.  If you 

would like to honor someone who made/makes 

an impact in your life please feel free to share 

their name on the calendar.  If you want to  

recognize a group or individual who are in need 

of special prayers, add their name. 

 

Let’s focus on those who are transforming the 

community and the world. 



Page 6 

 

The children of our church just presented their Christmas perfor-

mance.  It was filled with music, both familiar and unfamiliar.  It had a 

slightly goofy puppet show.  It had the beauty of Scripture.  The chil-

dren also had the opportunity to interview some of our congregation 

to hear about their Christmas memories.   

I heard a radio minister say once that, “Grandparents are their grand-

children’s link to a world they will never see.  And grandchildren are 

their grandparent’s link to a world they will never see.”  All my grand-

parents are gone now.  My children only have one left.  I am thankful 

to know what I do about their lives, their dreams, their character, 

their faith, but I also wish I had taken the time and made the effort to 

learn more. I wonder if they were just waiting for me to ask, or if they 

thought I wasn’t interested. 

I want to encourage you during this season of Telling God’s Story, that you share The Story.  Share how 

that Story has changed your story. Share it with your children, your grandchildren, the person at Wal-Mart 

or the grocery store and your church family. 

If you are early in your story, ask people to tell you theirs.  Remember, the reason we have God’s story is 

because people told it, and people listened.  Go, tell it on the mountain…..over the hills….everywhere.  

Jesus Christ is born.      Nancy Shade 

Dear FUMCL Family, 
  
Sacred Arts had a marvelous experience preparing for and performing the Christmas Cantata on 
Dec. 9

th
. One of the pieces, entitled “The Work of Christmas”, is a setting of a poem which talks 

about how we can minister to others. We can be Christ’s hands and feet not only during the Christ-
mas season, but most especially after it ends: 
  
When the song of the angels is stilled 
When the star in the sky is gone 
  
When the kings and princes are home 
When the shepherds are back with their flock 
The work of Christmas begins 
  
To find the lost, to heal the broken 
To feed the hungry, to free the prisoners 
  
To rebuild nations, to bring peace among brothers 
To make music in the heart 
  
Those who were involved in FUMCL Sacred Arts this season truly consecrated their performance to 
the Lord. We felt His Spirit amplify both music and words and carry that into the hearts of others. 
May we continue in that spirit of ministering together through this holiday season and on into a new 
year. 
  
        God bless!   Mark Campbell 
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This past Sunday, I had the joy of coordinating and directing the utter chaos of twenty-two 

teenagers wrapping presents for foster kids in our community. The room was loud and 

bustling with chatter and noise, as the kids spent the first thirty minutes of their Christmas 

party focused on doing something kind for others. Earlier this fall, Refuge youth group 

worked together to put together ornaments for our Christmas giving tree, asking congre-

gants to take an ornament or two and purchase a gift for a kid in need. These kids in need 

were, specifically, six teenagers in the foster care system who otherwise might not get gifts 

this year. Our congregation brought in all sorts of gifts ranging from socks to art kits to gift 

cards and everything in-between. 

Wrapping those gifts was a good reminder of the real spirit of Christmas and of the good 

that the church can do in the community when we think of others who may not have as 

much as we do. After wrapping gifts, we continued on to the rest of our activities for the 

evening. When Refuge was over, I smiled to myself as Steven and I transported the gifts 

over to the main building for pick up; I was so glad to be able to serve as a coordinator for 

the generosity of our congregation this year. I also may have been chuckling to myself at 

memories of some of our youth attempting to wrap presents for what was likely the first 

time… 

Thanks so much for your participation in our giving tree! Your generous gifts will help to 

make someone’s Christmas extra special this year.    Kristen Howell 

Do you have a story to tell of God’s work in the low parts of your life?  Remember the time when you 

were filled with sorrow, loss, grief or anger and God showed up.  Maybe an ongoing struggle and learning 

God was down in the mire with you?  We need to hear your stories.  And you need to tell your story for 

God’s glory. What an opportunity to use your life to honor God! 

Our 2019 Lenten Devotional is Learning the Language of Lament.  In the Bible, laments revealed a deep 

and honest relationship with God.  They usually consist of crying out to God, asking for help and respond-

ing in trust and praise.  One third of the Psalms is honest speaking of grief to God.  Perhaps your story 

could be a step toward healing or restoration for someone else?  Consider writing a brief,  approximately 

400 word story and ending with a prayer.   

If you are interested, contact Kathi LaMoe cell # 913-680-6847,  Libby in the office at 913-682-5374 or 

office@fumclvks.org or Pastor Dave email at  srpastor@fumclvks.org . 



We’re on the web!  

fumclvks.org 
www.facebook.com/LeavenworthFirstUMC 

  (online giving available) 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

422 Chestnut 

Leavenworth, KS 66048 

Phone: 913-682-5374 

Educational Bldg.: 913-675-7495 

 

E-mail: office@fumclvks.org 

HOME GATHERINGS  

Pastor Dave is scheduling a series of home gathering in late 
January and early February to discuss the current situation 
in UMC regarding human sexuality and the upcoming Gen-
eral Conference.  We want you to have opportunities to 
meet, listen and talk in smaller groups so homes seem like 
a perfect setting.  Be on the lookout for more information 
regarding signups, homes in your area and times/dates.  
Being informed and building relationships is a key to han-
dling this challenging situation.   

If you would like to host one of these home gatherings, please contact Pastor Dave or the office. 

We Want Your News 

Send us your stories about how you 

are sharing the love of God with your 

family, the community and the world. 

 

God loves us all, share how He has 

shown up in your life. 


