Sharing the good news of our congregation
Office hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-12pm & 1pm-5pm Friday 8am-12p m

October 26, 2018

THINK ON THESE THINGS – NOVEMBER 2018
“Gratitude is always an appropriate response to grace.” I wish I
could remember where I found this quote but I’ve said it so many times I
say without a reference. It’s the response of the heart that comes from the
grace God has shown us. Praise and thanksgiving for who God is and
what the LORD has done through the Son, Jesus. If I could live everyday
with this type of gratitude in mind, perhaps I’d live a much more gracious
life. Less complaining; more thankfulness. Less fretting; more trust.
= Our Staff =
Less pride; more humility. I’m thankful that God has brought me to
FUMCL for this season of my life and ministry.
Rev. Dr. Dave York
I wanted to thank this congregation for the conversation we had in
Senior Pastor
September around human sexuality and the UMC. It was respectful and
civil in tone. People asked questions in a manner of seeking to
Wayne Parks
understand. They discussed while valuing what others said. We have
Director of Operations
more conversations around this topic in the future.
Not every
Mark Campbell
congregation has the courage or desire to face an uncertain future. You
Director of Sacred Arts Ministries
do!
Kristen Howell
Thank you to all of the folks who attended the ministry fair. People
Director of Young People’s
learned about what ministry is from various leaders. The conversation
Ministries
was pleasant for those who attended. The same day we held our annual
church conference. We hosted the event for 4 other churches in the
Tyler Boehmer
Leavenworth area: Lansing Crossroads, Trinity, Southern Heights and
Organist / Pianist/
Easton. Our Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Anne Gatobu said in an email, “I
Genesis Chimers Director
was truly impressed by the gracious hospitality extended to all
Nancy Shade
participants of the conference in terms of greeters, persons to direct
Director of Christian Education
people to various areas of the church, prompt response to meet our needs
Steven Shade
and the awesome spread of cookies and coffee. That was true hospitality
Virtual Ministries Administrator
at its best.”
Youth Coordinator
FUMCL has so much potential to build the Kingdom of God. We
Libby Frashier
have work to do in loving one another, learning to forgive and practicing
Administrative Assistant
gracious living. Growth is more than just adding more people on Sunday
Grant Zschoche
morning. When we work on the basics of gratitude and grace, other
Maintenance Supervisor
effects will begin to show. The cause is Christ and the power of His Spirit.
Brenda Sheumaker
I am thankful for the grace you have shown in the past days!!
Treasurer

Pastor Dave

Kathy McKinley
Kids’ Praise Choir Director
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= Our Mission=

“We are a Church of the Ages, Serving the
Present Age by making Disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of our
community and world”

= Our Vision =

Transform lives through sharing Christ’s love
and being a thriving, spirit-filled church

=Congregational Values=

Primacy of Scripture, Devotion
to Divine Trinity,
Wesleyan Heritage, and Hospitality for All.
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15th

Wilma Gillespie
Cassandra Wilhoit

1st

Jeanne DaSilva

2nd

Pamela Gehart

16th

Sandra Davis

17th

Annabelle Banner
Kaye Hale

18th

Savannah Kent

Patricia Long

Craig McKim

Gabriel Nester

Cindy White

Lea Ann Weilbacher

20th

Katie Bergman

3rd

Kyle Lauber

23rd

Jo Burkett

4th

Jeff Andrews

7th

9th
12th
13th

Dan Wiley

Cheryl Rader

24rh

Emma Yates

Norm Dawson

25th

Valynn Schmierer

Sy Nyhart

26th

Mike Ralls, Jr.

Jill Bakke

27th

Jeff LaMoe

Loleta Hartley

28th

Madison Christy

Marsha Gaffin

Madison Mohan

Phelba Wecas

Kaelyn Mohan

Kevin Bond

30th

Madison Boyles

13th Bill & Sheila Bailey

53yr

Fred & Kim Baker

36yr

25th Kathy & Rod Huskey

17yr

38yr

30th Mark & Sherry Lauber

22nd

22nd Steve & Barb Kempf

Ollie & Kathryn West

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? Did we get it wrong? Please call
the office to confirm that we have your correct information in our computer!
We can’t include it if we don’t know it. (913) 682-5374

32yr

Join us for

SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM Worship Services
9:45 AM Church School
(Nursery provided)
Sunday Activities:
3:30pm—Fusion 56
4:30pm—Genesis Chimers
5:30pm—Youth Handbells
6:00pm—Jubilate Bells

2018
Sun

Mon

6:00pm—Youth “Refuge”
6:30pm—Wesley Ringers

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

7p Heart & Soul

4

5
5:30p NOW
Ministries
6:30p Cub/Boy
Scouts

11

12

12p Veterans
Recognition
Dinner

OFFICES
CLOSED

6
8:30a Staff Bible
Study & plan mtg

7
9:45a Heart & Soul

8
1:15p Nurturing
Ministries

12:30p Bible Study

3:45p Faith Forum

2p Martha Circle

6:30p Missions Work
Area

6:00p Choir
Rehearsal

6p Endowment
7p Heart & Soul

13
8:30a Staff Bible
Study & plan mtg

14

15

9:45a Heart & Soul

12:30p Bible Study

3:45p Faith Forum

1:30p Itch’n to
Stitch

6:00p Choir
Rehearsal
18

7p Community
Thanksgiving
Service
(Presbyterian
church)
25

9

16

7p Heart & Soul

22

23

5:30p NOW
Ministries

8:30a Staff Bible
Study & plan mtg

9:45a Heart & Soul

OFFICES
CLOSED

OFFICES
CLOSED

6:30p Cub/Boy
Scouts

12:30p Bible Study
7p Church Council

26

27

28

29

30

8:30a Staff Bible
Study & plan mtg

9:45a Heart & Soul

NO CHOIR

3:45p Faith Forum
6:00p Choir
Rehearsal

7p Heart & Soul

10

17
Cozart /
Graham
Wedding

21

12:30p Bible Study

Samaritans
Buffet

7:30p
One Homeless
Night
(Scouts)

20

6:30p Cub/Boy
Scouts

3
11a

19

NO FAITH
FORUM

Sat

24
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You Missed it!
Thank you to the church for supporting our mission trip to Camp Horizon.
More than once we were told that without volunteers like our team (Jim,
Forrest, Tim, Don, Gary, Jim, Edie, Wilda, & Cheryl) many tasks would not be
completed. From building an indoor wall, weeding, mulching, power washing,
sanding, staining, organizing dishes, repairing arrows, building a fire pit and
many other jobs, we helped and had fun. Sorry you missed it, but please
consider joining us next year!
EXTENDED CARE STAFF

Copies of the latest member directory are
available in the church office. We will also
gladly add your photo to the next edition if
you have one you would like us to use. We
also will take your photo at any time if you
don’t have one you want us to use.
We print only a few at a time so the information is as current as possible.

Would you like to learn how
to become an Early Childhood Teacher?
Xavier
Catholic School Extended
Care provides paid training
opportunities and on-the-job
training and support! Join
their energetic, qualified staff
in providing Christ-centered,
early learning opportunities for children. Open Monday-Friday from 6:30am to 5:30pm for children aged 3
to 12 years old. Xavier is looking for Christian people
who love Christ and love children to help fill a few
hours per week and substitute on occasion. If interested, please e-mail resume to the Director of Xavier
Catholic Preschool and Extended Care at
Shannon.holcomb@leavenworthcatholicschools.org or
call the school at (913) 682-1943 and ask to speak with
Shannon for more information.

FOSTER CARE INFORMATIONAL MEETING
Compassionate families willing to open up their homes and hears for children in need
may be one of the most rewarding experiences life has to offer. Not everyone is called
to foster but everyone can do something. Find out how you can impact a child’s life at
this information meeting.
Monday, November 5th
Dinner 6:00pm—Meeting 7:00pm
Avenue of Life, 500 N. 7th Street, Kansas City, KS
Register at: www.eventbrite.com/e/foster-care-informational-meeting-tickets-50743510205
For more information contact Bernetta Martin (785) 250-8171
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A

THANK YOU!
BIG THANK YOU to all of our Itch’n To Stitch Ladies who over the course
of several years have given freely of their time, talent and resources to provide to
several noteworthy organizations as well as our own church members.

Donated in 2018
117 Flannel Blankets – to Children’s Mercy Hospital
2 Knitted Hats – to Children’s Mercy Hospital
7 Baby Quilts – to Grandparents and Parents

5 Walker Bags – for those in need
Mary Lou Anderson, Sheila Bailey, June Bond, Kristi Edington, Ann Heintzelman, Teresa Hicks, Sydney
Hobbs, Pam Hubbert, Jan Mix, Evelyn Mosier, Shirley Nyhart, Cheryl Rader, Robbie Ready, Janice Rothlauf,
Margaret Songer, Karen Tish, Phelba Wecas, Amy Wunderlich, and Bea Yenney.

Trinity Lutheran Church
invites you
To their Fall Festival
Sunday, November 4th,
3:00pm

Dear Nurture & Care Team:
Many thanks to all of you for the
enjoyable octogenarian luncheon.
The food, program, and decorations were (as usual) very nice. We really
enjoyed the afternoon.
Norm & Nancy Dawson

Help us share the stories you have
about your ministries. We love to hear
about the ways your ministry serve all
of God’s loved ones. Just send or
bring in your story and we will post it
in the next available edition of the
Jubilate.

Featuring Jubilee Singers

Did you know AM
Groups and REFUGE
serve food during their
gatherings?
We’d love for you to share your gift of cooking
with them. Contact Steven or Kristen or call or
visit the office to sign-up.
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Let’s all give thanks to the Lord for blessing each and
every one of us with comfort and care. These blessings
allow us to be comfortable in our earthly being and have
excess to share with our community.
164 years ago a Methodist Episcopal Pastor crossed the
river with a vision of providing ministry to a fledgling community; now called Leavenworth, Kansas. His vision was
to also expand ministry to surrounding communities, like
Fort Leavenworth and eventually Lansing, Kansas. Our
church family ancestor members and congregants gave
freely and handsomely toward what we now know as the First United Methodist Church of
Leavenworth, Kansas. Many of the Methodist, Episcopal, and United Methodist Churches in
Leavenworth County were formed by the circuit riders and by the various pioneer communities with their offerings, time commitments, and wonderful talents. They gave so that we
would prosper and keep the faith fire burning in our communities today.
Let’s stand up together and serve the present age and provide for those that will come after
us. Let’s give what we can; pray to the lord for strength to give more; and be able to provide
strong ministry to our community just as our predecessors did before us.
Stewardship is our “whole-life” response to God. It includes making a financial pledge to God
through the church. It is the way we manage our entire lives: our gifts and talents, our resources and possessions, our time and energy. In this spirit, we are asking that you commit
some of yourself to a loving God for 2019 and give whatever you can so that First United
Methodist Church of Leavenworth can continue serving our community with abundance.
Thanks for your continued generosity and for your faith in the Father, Jesus Christ, and the
Holy Spirit. Thank you for your commitment to all that we do together at FUMCL.
Helen Parks
Chair, Committee on Finance

Christmas Cantata
Sunday, December 9th

All Singers encouraged to join the choir during this season and
share their gift of music to help celebrate and share the story
of the birth of our Savior!
Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 6:00pm
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We continue our journey to accomplish the goal of providing Quilts of Honor to all Veterans of our church.
This journey began in 2015 with our Itch’n to Stitch Ladies presenting our oldest members who are Veterans that have served our country with patriotic quilts made especially for them. Since then, we have given
away 48 quilts including this year. Through these presentations, First United Methodist Church is thanking
you for your part in serving our country, protecting our country’s freedom and helping those in other countries. We salute you!
Bill Bailey

US Army

1 Year

Jack Burkett

US Army

25 Years

Mike Crow

US Army

3 Years

John Gable

US Army

2 Years

Don Gaffin

US Army

24 Years

Jim Gebhardt

US Army

20 Years

Howard Hamon

National Guard

3 ½ Years

James Kinard

US Army

23 ½ Years

Wesley Ludwig

US Army

27 Years

Gary Rader

US Coast Guard

4 Years

John Raines

US Army

23 Years

Roy Ramsey

US Army

23 Years

Ron Roggentien

US Army

30 Years

Gary Russell

US Army

20 Years

Bob Seymour

US Army

26 Years

Richard Sheumaker

US Army

6 Years

Oliver West

US Army

22 Years

Tim Yenney

US Air Force

9 ½ Years
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I’m a Millennial, and I know firsthand that being the most sought-after generation in the marketing world,
the social sciences, the leadership gurus, etc., can be a bit disconcerting. It’s hard to get on social media
or read the news without being alerted to all of the things that my Millennial cohort and I have apparently
been up to. Headlines linking us to undeserved trophies, killing shopping malls, and a strange attraction to
avocado toast (which I’m told is the reason I don’t own a home) are inescapable. Marketers are after our
almighty dollar, and we are made keenly aware of that.
I’ve worked in churches since graduating college and I quickly noticed the same relationship with millennials was present there, too. It seemed as much as churches catered to us by changing their music or decor, dressing their worship leaders in trendy clothing, or offering us free coffee, our generation was just as
quickly looking for the exit. Indeed, Millennials’ church attendance numbers are dwindling, all while they
seem to be the only solution to keep the Church alive over the coming decades.
But why is it that we want twenty and thirty-somethings in our churches, anyway? There’s so much more
value to having young people in the church than just bottoms in pews; we bring with us our life experiences, our gifts and talents, our love for Jesus, and a strong desire to bring God’s Kingdom to earth in the
here and now; we are valuable members of the Body of Christ, just as people from all of the other generations.
Imagine for a minute a church of people spanning the generations. Picture healthy mentoring relationships where older congregants share memories of the past and wisdom and younger people are valued
for their zeal and passion. A middle-aged woman has volunteered to be a stand-in mother for a couple of
college students living hundreds of miles from home. A teenage boy helps a fifth-grader with his math
homework. In the corner, a few people coordinate showing up at a kid’s soccer game next weekend. A
young adult helps a retired man connect with his grandkids on Facebook while an older woman listens
and offers support to a new mother who hasn’t slept more than 4 hours a night in weeks.
Although they’ll all gather together to sing, study and worship, there’s much more to it than that. This isn’t
just a church; it’s a family. And I’ll tell you a secret: based on my research, personal experience and interactions with others it is authentic, loving relationships with people and God that is the crux of what Millennials are looking for. We may have our preferences, but the love of God’s community is what will keep us
coming back week after week.
Monday, November 5, FUMCL is hosting a board game night at Gators Games and Hobby at 6pm for
young adults (ages 18-35). If you are a young adult, come join us for a time to get to know each other and
enjoy each others’ company. Please feel free to bring along a friend! This will also be a time to brainstorm
how we want to exist as a ministry at FUMCL and the community of and around Leavenworth. If you’re
not a young adult, keep an eye out for us as we begin to imagine what it means to be a vibrant part of this
community as young adults. We look forward to doing ministry with you!
Kristen Howell

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
422 Chestnut
Leavenworth, KS 66048
Phone: 913-682-5374
Educational Bldg.: 913-675-7495
Fax: 913-680-0995
E-mail: office@leavenworthfirst.org

We’re on the web!
leavenworthfirst.org
www.facebook.com/LeavenworthFirstUMC
(online giving available)

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE
On Sunday, November 18 at 7pm, a community
Thanksgiving service will take place at the First
Presbyterian Church. The pastors at First United
Methodist Church, Disciples of Christ and First
Presbyterians are working together in order to lead
this event. In all of the hurry and hustle of the
Thanksgiving week, take time to honor God by being
grateful. Speak with Pastor Dave for more details.

