March 28, 2018

Congregational Values: Primary of Scripture, Devotion to Divine Trinity, Wesleyan
Heritage, and Hospitality for All.

= Our Staff =

The holy season of Easter is celebrated for 50 days, from Easter Sunday to Pentecost Sunday.
During the summer, we often call this time in the church year ”ordinary time.” But we must
remember there is nothing ordinary about being a disciple of Jesus Christ. The Resurrection
calls us to live as Easter people, not just for the 50 days in the spring, but for 365 days...all year
round.
Unfortunately, says Bishop Coyner of the Indiana Conference, “Sometimes we settle for just
being ‘ordinary church people.’ There is really quite a difference between those two lifestyles.”
He states:
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Easter people base their faith on the sacrifice of the Cross and the victory of
Easter. Church people base their faith on their own busy work in the church.
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Easter people trust in Christ; church people try to earn this salvation by being good
people.



Easter people know that the church is the Body of Christ; church people believe the
church is just another institution or social club.

Organist / Pianist/
Genesis Chimers Director



Easter people worship out of a sense of joy and give their offerings out of a sense
of gratitude to God. Church people too often attend worship and give to the church
budget out of a sense of obligation.
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Easter people approach their own death or the death of a loved one anticipating
the promise of Resurrection. Church people fear death and life with a sense of dread.
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“Do you hear the difference? Church people are good people, hard-working people, often the
backbone of their community, respectable and faithful. Easter people are church people
who have finally discovered what the Christian faith is all about.” They move into a
relationship, from believing in Christ to becoming a disciple.
“It is sad when some people live their whole life as what John Wesley called ‘Almost Christians.’
Wesley urged the church people of his day to discover what he had finally found in what he
called his ‘Aldersgate Experience.’ Wesley had searched and searched to know God, to find joy
in his faith and to have an assurance of God’s grace. In mid-life, he attended a prayer meeting on
Aldersgate Street in London where he heard a reading from Martin Luther. Wesley wrote that
he suddenly felt his heart ‘strangely warmed’ and finally knew for himself God’s love and
forgiveness. At the moment, Wesley changed from being a hard-working, religious and dutiful
church person. He became an Easter person.”

= Our Mission=

“We are a Church of the Ages, Serving the Present
Age by making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of our community and world”
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= Our Vision =

Transform lives through sharing Christ’s love and
being a thriving, spirit-filled church

Office hours: Monday-Friday 8am-12pm & 1pm-5pm
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Richard Gray
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Deborah Baeuchle
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Pamela Bay

30

Kelley Perry

Patsy Hessenflow

Lisa Plants

5 Victor & Inge Cochran

55 yr.

18 Mark & Katherine Gerges

32 yr.

9 Amy & Mark Baehr

13 yr.

20 Michael & Marti Crowe

50 yr.

10 Tim & Bea Yenney

25 yr.

21 David & Linda French

34 yr.

14 Ron & Cindy White

45 yr.

Harold & Connie Poe

39 yr.

First United Methodist Church
SUNDAY SERVICES:
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM Worship Services
9:45 AM Church School

SUNDAY EVENING ACTIVITIES
1:30pm Confirmation
3:30pm Fusion 56
6:00pm REFUGE
4:30pm Genesis Chimers

Jubilate Bells

5:30pm Kid’s Praise Choir

6:30pm Wesley Ringers

Youth Handbells

Sun
1

Mon
2
OFFICE CLOSED

No Evening
Activities
8

See Sunday’s
schedule above

6:30pm Boy Scouts
9

10

5:30p Discipleship
Work Team

8:30a Staff
Devotions &
Planning

6:30p Boy Scouts
See Sunday’s
schedule above

16

9:40a Church
Council Info
session

6:30p Boy Scouts

22

23

6p Trustees
17
8:30a Staff
Devotions &
Planning
9a Mothers’ Heart

See Sunday’s
schedule above

6:30p Boy Scouts

29

3
Staff Retreat
(Office Closed)
9am Mothers’
Heart
6:30p Missions
Work Group

6p SPRC

15

Tue

30
See Sunday’s
schedule above

6:30p Boy Scouts

24
8:30a Staff
Devotions &
Planning
6p Church
Council

Wed

Thu

4
9:45a Heart & Soul

5
10a Scrapbookers

3:45p Faith Forum
5:30p The
Gathering
6:30p Choir
Rehearsal

7p Heart & Soul

11
9:45a Heart & Soul

12
2p Martha Circle

3:45p Faith Forum
5:30p The
Gathering
6:30p Choir
Rehearsal

7p Heart & Soul

18
9:45a Heart & Soul
3:45p Faith Forum
5:30p The
Gathering
6p Info Session
6:30p Choir

19
1:30p Itch’n to
Stitch

25
9:45a Heart & Soul

26

3:45p Faith Forum
5:30p The
Gathering
6:30p Choir
Rehearsal

Fri
6
5p Wedding
Rehearsal

Sat
7
11a Samaritans
Buffet
3p Cradic /
Arevalo
Wedding

13

14

20

21

27

28

7p Heart & Soul

7p Heart & Soul

9a –12p
Congregational
Care
Training
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To The Itch’n to Stitch Ladies:
Thank you very much for the Honor Quilt
that you made and gave me. I appreciate it.
As I look at my quilt, I see the care you put
into the quilting and stitching that makes it
very special. I cherish it.
Thank you again! Forrest A. Holdeman

Thank you for the lunch you provided for the
funeral of Marveta . Everyone enjoyed it.
We appreciate all of your help.
The family of Marveta Turner

Thank you so much for the Lenten booklet, also
the Upper Room. My dad, Warren Olander
wrote about the church before it was remodeled.
He and my mother taught Sunday school. We all
sang in the choir. Memories.
Celeta Hopkins

Thank you so much for the quilt you all made
for Paul. Unfortunately, he was in ICU when
Dr. Ford delivered it to him. However, he did
admire it and thought it was great! We decided to display it on a quilt stand when he got
home. Unfortunately, Paul did not make it
home, but the quilt is displayed as we planned.
Sincerely, Pat Deiter

Wow! Sebastian and Violette’s quilts are beyond
words. They are currently on display in their
nurseries. The amount of detail and love put in
them is apparent. Thank you for your time &
talent. We will surely be adorning these for
generations to come.
Camille, Philip, Sebastian & Violette (the Henrys)

Dear Itch’n to Stitch Ladies:
A very special thank you for the lovely baby quilt you stitched for our little Natalie. God’s love shines
through each beautiful work of art your group stitches together in love. I can’t wait to hear from my
niece Samantha once she receives the quilt. I know she will love and treasure Natalie’s quilt always. Natalie will always have a special connection with you. It only took a moment to say thankyou but your thoughtfulness will be remembered a long time.
Thank you! Teresa Lewis
And may the Lord reward you for your kindness… Ruth 1:8
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Dear Ladies,
Thank you so much for the adorable “John
Deere” quilt you made for James. The
entire family loves it and they really
appreciated the personalized label. This
quilt will be enjoyed and treasured for
many years to come. I look forward to
sharing the message of love that comes
with this quilt. This is such a wonderful
ministry.
Love,
June Bond and James Rapprich

Thank you so much for the
gorgeous quilt you made for Natalie. It
was such a wonderful surprise. We couldn’t believe all the hard work you all put
into the quilt. From the beautiful butterfly
details to the sweet personalization. The
quilt you all made will be an item we always cherish. Thank you again! May the
Lord bless you and your ministry.
Love, The Tomlin Family

Thank you for your gift received on 2/12/18 to the General Board of Global Ministries through The
Advance, the designated mission giving channel of The United Methodist Church. We are pleased to
share that 100 % of your contribution will support the missionary community in honor of Evelyn Erbele.
Giving through The Advance enables United Methodists to partner with one another in mission and ministry around the world Thank you for joining with us in God’s mission.
United Methodist missionaries serve in more than 60 countries around the world. With your gift
and prayers, you have initiated a partnership with missionaries planting churches and developing
congregations, providing health care in remote areas, and working in sustainable agriculture and community development. Your gift allows Global Ministries missionaries to be an embodiment of Christ in the
world. We are grateful for your support of this life-giving work.
General Board of Global Ministries
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Sacred
Arts

Celebration
When

Saturday May 5th, 2018
10am - 4pm
Where

First United Methodist
Church Campus
422 Chestnut, Leavenworth, KS

Sponsored by
Sacred Arts Ministries-1st United Methodist Church
All forms of artwork welcome depicting
“God’s Creation” (no nudity or profanity)

Contact: office@leavenworthfirst.org or call
913-682-5374 for more information and to
obtain a display application.
Applications due April 25, 2018

Visual Arts
Drawing
Painting
Ceramics
Photography
Sculpture
Carving
Architecture
Illustration
Welding
Calligraphy
Digital Arts

Literary Arts
Prose
Drama
Poetry
Oral/Written
Comics

Performing Arts
Dance
Music
Theater
Film
Opera
Mime
Acting
Magicians
Makeup
Comedy

Domestic Arts
Culinary
Décor
Fiber Art
Landscapes
Gardening
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Church Council Quarterly Information Session:
Five-Year Strategy and 2018 Action Plan
Your Church Council extends an open invitation to the FUMC congregation for the first of our quarterly
information sessions. These forums intend to convey a summary of the Council’s actions during the first
quarter of calendar year 2018, what we are working on for the remainder of the year, and to initiate a
process for active solicitation of congregational feedback to inform the Church Council's future actions
and planning efforts.
For our first information session, we will provide an overview of the new FUMC governance structure,
describe our five-year strategy, and an overview of the recently adopted 2018 action plan. The primary
outcome we hope to achieve is the initiation of a system for collecting your input and feedback. This information will be used to shape our understanding as we begin the process of envisioning our calendar
year 2019 ministry objectives.
Session 1:
Sunday, 15 April 2018 in the Fellowship Hall (during the Sunday school period; 9:40-10:45 am)
Session 2:
Wednesday, 18 April 2018 in the Sanctuary (6:00-7:00 pm)
The Church Council looks forward to seeing you at one of these two information sessions.

DID YOU KNOW? Our church supports college students seeking higher education
and Jr. High & High School students’ participation in summer camps in the Great Plains
Conference.
Scholarship applications are now available for graduating seniors and current college
students. Camp scholarships are available for Jr. High & High School students interested in
attending Amp It Up Worship Music Camp, Camp Chippewa and Institute at Baker University.
Take advantage of these programs and apply for a scholarship. Applications are available
online at www.leavenworthfirst.org/scholarships/

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
422 Chestnut (5th & Chestnut )
Leavenworth, Kansas 66048
Phone: 913-682-5374
Educational Bldg.: 913-675-7495
Fax: 913-680-0995
E-mail: office@leavenworthfirst.org

We’re on the web!
leavenworthfirst.org
www.facebook.com/LeavenworthFirstUMC
(online giving available)

What is Ministry and Why does it Matter at FUMC-Leavenworth
“The heart of Christian ministry is Christ’s ministry of outreaching love. Christian ministry is the expression of the mind
and mission of Christ by a community of Christians that demonstrates a common life of gratitude and devotion, witness
and service, celebration and discipleship. All Christians are called through their baptism to this ministry of servanthood
in the world to the glory of God and for human fulfillment. The forms of this ministry are diverse in locale, in interest, and
in denominational accent, yet always [embracing] in spirit and outreach.” This is the definition of Christian Ministry from
the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church (para. 126).
“The local church is a strategic base from which Christians move out to the structures of society. The function of the
local church, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, is to help people to accept and confess Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior and to live their daily lives in light of their relationship with God. Therefore, the local church is to minister to
persons in the community where the church is located to provide appropriate training and nurture to all, to cooperate in
ministry with other local churches, to defend God’s creation and live as an ecologically responsible community (God has
granted us stewardship of creation), and to participate in the worldwide mission of the church, as minimal expectations
of an authentic church.” This is the definition of a local church function from the Book of Discipline (para 202).
Simply put, FUMC exists to be a strategic base to serve the local community and world through Christian ministry.
Ministry is studying and teaching each other the way of the Holy Spirit; feeding the souls and the bodies of our local
community; and bringing others in our local community to find their faith in God. The focus and efforts of all at FUMC
must be on ministry in order to grow in spirituality and in numbers of Christian believers. The Lord has provided for the
administration of our organization and temporal life. Now let’s see how everyone can be engaged in ministry without
burdening ourselves with managerial tasks.
Ministry matters because that is why FUMC is here!

