
THINK ON THESE THINGS – July 1, 2018 

Thom Rainer, Christian researcher and author, wrote, “No successful or sustaining 
change takes place in a church without prayer” (Who Moved My Pulpit, 41).  As we begin 
our time together, I invite you to partner with God through prayer.  Many changes are 
coming our way.  It’s inevitable.  As they come and we move forward together, we need 
to pray and think about what God desires for us.  It’s easy to get going so fast that we 
ignore God in the busyness and the business of our lives.   

I ask that you would pray with me for three things. 

Pray for Wisdom.  We talk a lot about vision for  the future.  We can imagine it; 
talk about it; anticipate it.  The future is unknown to us.  How often do our plans 
turn out much different than what God plans?  Remember the last time you told 
God your plans J We need more of God’s wisdom so that we follow well.  We 
do not and will not have all the answers.   

Pray for Courage.  My #1 prayer  is to be brave.  In seminary, I knew that 
leading a church would be far beyond me.  Leading a changing church is that 
much more daunting.  Significant change can be really difficult.  Consider how 
hard one lifestyle change is like exercising more or eating better. Now, try to 
lead a whole congregation through shifts in culture and attitudes.  Lord, make us 
brave to follow the ways you would have us go.   

Pray for Strength.  It’s easy to coast downhill.  You go fast and it really doesn’t 
take much effort.  Do you know any good leaders, businesses, teams or churches 
that are proud of being coasters?  Now, think about climbing a steep hill or 
mountain side.  Every step takes work.  You run out of breath.  Your muscles 
ache.  You get tired easily.  It is a conflict to make your body do what your brain 
is telling it to do.  BUT, WHAT JOY WHEN YOU REACH THE TOP!  YOU 
REACHED THE GOAL.  The view was spectacular and the effort was worth it.   

God has plans for FUMC in Leavenworth.  I am excited to be part of them even if I don’t 
know exactly what they are.  Trust that God will lead us.  Please let me know if you will 
join me as a prayer partner in praying for wisdom, courage and strength.  I know I need it 
for the work that is set before me.  My hunch is we all need it for our everyday life in 
walking the Lord’s way.  My email is yorkyorkdave@comcast.net.  Look forward to 
hearing from you.   

Your servant,  

Dave 

July 1, 2018 Congregational Values: Primacy of Scripture, Devotion to Divine Trinity, Wesleyan  
Heritage, and Hospitality for All. 

Office hours: Monday-Friday 8am-12pm & 1pm-5pm  

= Our Staff = 
 

Rev. Dr. Dave York 
Senior Pastor 

Wayne Parks 

Director of  Operations 

Mark Campbell 
Director of Sacred Arts 

Ministries 

Tyler Boehmer 
Organist / Pianist/  

Genesis Chimers Director 

Nancy Shade 
Director of Christian Education  

Teresa Banner 

Director of Young People’s 
Ministries 

Libby Frashier 

Administrative Assistant 

 

Grant Zschoche 
Maintenance Supervisor 

Steven Shade 
Virtual Ministries 

Administrator 
Youth Coordinator 

Brenda Sheumaker 
Treasurer 

Kathy McKinley 
Kids’ Praise Choir Director 

= Our Mission= 
“We are a Church of the Ages, Serving the Present 

Age by making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of our community and world” 

= Our Vision = 
Transform lives through sharing Christ’s love and 

being a thriving, spirit-filled church 

mailto:yorkyorkdave@comcast.net
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1st Shannon Williams 

2nd Courtney Marshall 

 Karen Piper 

 George Short 

4th Jason Breghenti 

5th Wilma Campbell 

 Lisa Morris 

8th Tanner Hendrix 

9th Vi Schott 

 Cole Shepard 

 Carla Wiegers 

10th Ron Roggentien 

 Rodney Yates 

 

13th Lynn Goss 

14th Jeff Eyerly 

 Judy Wolfe 

15th Betty Gaumer 

16th Mary Sommerfield 

18th Corliss Fox 

20th Betty Dye 

22nd Andrew Hall 

23rd Amy Andrews 

 Rebecca Beasley 

 Rodney Edington 

 Ryan Johnson 

 Lisa Shepard 

24th Gary Russell 

25th Michelle Briggs 

 Rachel Sanders 

 Elizabeth Sanders 

 Tom Tish 

26th Joy Defrees 

 Cassie Pawlowski 

28th Galen Hooser 

 Samuel McNeill 

 Garrett Sanford 

 Jamie Walley 

31st Neil Bustraan  

 Kedzie Hopkins 

 Sarah Smith 

2nd    David & Lois Kastner 35yr 

5th Brian & Kari Anderson 15yr 

 Cathi & Buddy Smith 15yr 

6th Steve & Margaret Songer 44yr 

12th  Keith & Lori Hansen 32yr 

 Bill & Nancy Shade 32yr 

21st Randy & Linda Herrman 45yr 

22nd Steve & Lisa Shepard 29yr 

23rd LeRoy & Teresa Hicks 41yr 

25th Wayne & Helen Parks 37yr 

29th Kevin & June Bond 40yr 

30th Nina & Tony McNeill 35yr 

 Joey & Molly Sepulvado 14yr 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
6:30p  Boy Scouts 

3 
 
8:30a Staff 
Devotions & 
Planning Mtg. 

4   OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

5 
 
10a 
Scrapbooking 

6 7 
 
11a  
Samaritans 

Buffet 

8 
 
 12p-5 “Fly in July” 

   (youth) 

9 
 
6p       SPRC 
 
6:30p  Boy Scouts 

10 
 
8:30a Staff 
Devotions & 
Planning Mtg. 

11 
 
6p Church 
     Council 

12 
 
9:30a   Nurture 

Care Team 
 
2p Martha Circle 

13 
 

14 

15 
 
12p  Summer 

Reunion for 
Young Adults 

16 
 
6:30p Boy Scouts 

17 
 
 
8:30a Staff 
Devotions & 
Planning Mtg. 

18 19 
 
 
1:30p Itch’n to 

Stitch 

20 
 
 
12p Supper & 

Summit 
(youth) 

21 

22 23 
 
6:30p Boy Scouts 

24 
 
8:30a Staff 
Devotions & 
Planning Mtg. 

25 26 27 28 

29 30 
 
6:30p Boy Scouts 

31 
 
8:30a Staff 
Devotions & 
Planning Mtg. 

    

  

Join us for  
SUNDAY SERVICES: 

  8:30 AM  & 11:00 AM Worship Services  

9:45 AM  Church School  

(Nursery provided) 

2018 

Fusion 56 Mission Trip 
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To the Tender-Loving Care Team of Lvn 
Methodist Church:  
Thanks so much for the prayer shawl. It 
means we have the connection with God in 
prayer. I know nothing is impossible with 
God in prayer. Jesus bless your knitters! 

  Hugs, 

  Barbara Wagner 

Dear Church Members, 

   Many thanks for all the prayers before and 

after my back surgery. I appreciate your faith-

fulness and concerns. 

 Sincerely, 

  Celeta Hopkins 

Dear FUMC Discipleship Scholarship Work 
Team: 

   I am grateful to have received the William 
and Barbara Jean Peterson Family Scholarship. 
Thank you for your support of my chemical 
engineering studies at KU. FUMC is a blessing 
to me! 

 Sincerely, 

  Colton Lauber 

Thank you so very much for hosting our family & 

providing a wonderful meal. The church was a big 

part of who Uncle George was. You have all been 

a blessing to us. Uncle George was a pretty  

awesome man and we miss him dearly.  

   God Bless, 

   George Mistler’s family 

Dear Donors of First United Methodist Church: 

  We would like to thank you for your recent 

donation made in memory of Florence E. (Beth) 

Davis to the Heartland Hospice Memorial Fund. 

The Heartland Hospice Memorial Fund is a non-

profit organization whose purpose is to assist 

those who are coping with terminal illness, death, 

and the process of grief and bereavement, and to 

support community-based services and education 

related to hospice care. 

  Heartland Hospice provides patients and their 

families with supportive services that not only 

keep the patient comfortable and educate family 

members, but also provide needed emotional 

support. 

  Thank you again for your generous contribu-

tion. 

Sincerely, 

William T. White 

Director, Heartland Hospice Memorial Fund. 
Special thanks to the members of  
Martha Circle for donating beautiful 
skeins of yarn for the prayer shawl/  
mantle ministry. Such gifts help keep 
this ministry ongoing.  
  Nurture & Care Team 
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 Church Family: Great Plains (GP) Annual Conference was a wonderful experience! Thank you all for 
the honor and opportunity to represent our church at the conference. I was a little nervous about attending 
the conference and reporting back so I decided to take Jesus with me to the conference.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the Conference, I was able to:  

1) experience being part of, and worshiping with, the  
larger United Methodist Church as approximately  
1700 members were present from all over Kansas  
and Nebraska for the Great Plains Conference,  

 2) attend and participate in sessions related to the 
business of the larger United Methodist Church,  
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3) attend and participate in remembrance and  
    ordination services,  

4) watch as Megan Rust (a member of our 1st 
UMC church) was blessed for her upcoming mis-
sionary assignment in South Korea.  

5) attend and participate in teaching sessions/ workshops focusing on the role of laity and  
issues related to various initiatives for the United Methodist Church.  
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Several actions were taken at the Great Plains Conference, including:  

Resolutions 1-4a were Passed. They were resolutions allowing for  the closing of Upland UMC (NE), Glade UMC 
(KS), Gardner First Light UMC (KS), Cedar Vale UMC (KS), and Gove UMC (KS). (The resolution regarding the 
church in Gove was submitted as a late entry the first day of the conference.)  

Resolution 5: Suppor ting Lay Leadership - Passed. This proposed that all laity in leadership roles at the conference 
level be given a vote at the GP Conference.  

Resolution 6: Consider  Investing in Wespath's " Social Values Choice"  Suite of Funds - Failed. This proposed that 
the GP Conference, clergy, and lay employees use Social Values Choice or equities and fixed income funds.  

Resolution 7: Advocating for  the Rights of Children Living under  Israeli Occupation - Failed. This proposed that 
the GP Conference calls on the US to withhold military assistance from Israel and join in ratifying UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child to increase international pressure on Israel and to inform the local congregations so they can also 
add their voices in urging legislatures to action.  

Resolution 8: Creation of a Covenant Par tnership between GP Conference and Methodist Church of Haiti - 
Passed. This proposed that the two entities be in ministry together  and pray for  each other .  

Resolution 9: Our  Sinful Immigration System - Passed. This proposed that the GP Conference oppose legislation that 
prevents family reunification, prioritizes corporate profit, and values security over human suffering.  

Resolution 10: The Call of Offer  Sanctuary - Passed. This proposed to show radical hospitality and explore offering 
sanctuary, providing spiritual and material support to congregations offering sanctuary, and that churches and pastors 
offering sanctuary would be supported by the Conference.  

Resolution 11: Comprehensive Immigration, Refugee, Migrant, and Asylum Reform - Passed. (This resolution was 
also submitted as a late entry the first day of the conference.) This proposed that the GP Conference call - a) for the end 
of domestic abuse and gang violence and that those issues be considered as grounds for asylum, b) to rescind the death 
sentence for asylum seekers trying to escape dangerous and unstable situations, and c) for churches to study and respond 
to these issues.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 913-727-1063 or by e-mail ammkm@yahoo.com  

Michelle Briggs, Lay Leader  
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Rev. Dr. Dave E. York 

The Rev. Dr. Dave York’s most recent appointment is to Laurel and Logan Center UMC in Laurel, NE for 
2018-2018. Previously, Rev. York served for eleven years at SonRise Church, a United Methodist Ministry in 
Pueblo West, CO. During his tenure, the church saw significant grown more than doubling in attendance. Son-
Rise ranked fourth overall in the Rocky Mountain Conference in percentage of church growth from 2006-
2015. The congregation moved into a new facility and community in 2007. Other accomplishments included 
creating a sister church relationship with Kabala UMC in Sierra Leone, West Africa. SonRise helped to build 
a UM church which was dedicated in 2012. SonRise also created a school/community partnership with Liberty 
Point International School in Pueblo West. A Matthew 25 vision began at Sonrise to emphasize ministry to 
“the least of these” in the community. During Rev. York’s tenure at SonRose, over sixty parishioners attended 
Walk to Emmaus. Rev. York has traveled to South Korea, China, Brazil, Sierra Leone and Kenya in the dura-
tion of his ministry. 

Originally from Seneca, Kansas, Rev. York received his undergraduate degree in Social Science Education 
from Bethany College (1987) in Lindsborg, KS. He taught middle social studies and coached various sports 
for fifteen years. During his educational career he earned his Master’s Degree from University of Northern 
Colorado in 1997 in Elementary Education. Rev. York answered a call to ordained ministry in 2002 when he 
enrolled at Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, KY.  Rev/ York earned his Master of Divinity from  
Asbury (2006) with distinction. He graduated from the prestigious Beeson International Center for Biblical 
Preaching and Church Leadership with his Doctor of Ministry (2016). His dissertation topic was introversion 
and effective pastoral leadership. 

Dave has been married to Rhonda since 1988. She was born and raised in WaKeeney, Kansas and grew up on 
a farm. In her life, Rhonda has been an ordained UM Deacon, voice professor at two different colleges, and is 

a black belt in Taekwondo. Rhonda is currently working on certification as a dog trainer. They have one son, 
Taylor, who is attending Bethany as theater/communication major with a religion minor. Rhonda and Dave are 
fourth generation Kansans and met at Bethany. The Yorks are a three dog family with Buddy (black Lab),  

Angel (yellow Lab), and Clair (shelter rescue Australian Herder mix). Dave has been an avid KC Royals fan 
and follows baseball religiously. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us in welcoming our new pastor and his family. 
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We’re on the web!  

leavenworthfirst.org 
www.facebook.com/LeavenworthFirstUMC 

  (online giving available) 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

422 Chestnut  (5th & Chestnut ) 

Leavenworth, Kansas 66048 

Phone: 913-682-5374 

Educational Bldg.: 913-675-7495 

Fax: 913-680-0995 

E-mail: office@leavenworthfirst.org 

Wowsers!  June 11-15 was an incredible week here at 

FUMCL!  71 kids and 50+ volunteer leaders were singing, 

dancing and discovering that Jesus rescues us! There were 

children that we see each week in our Sunday worship  

services, children that were brought by church members, 

and children who came because they heard it was “fun”.  

No matter what brought them within the walls of God’s 

house here at 5th and Chestnut Street, Glory Sightings 

abounded.  Watching one of our Youth helpers comfort a 5 year old with “best friend  

troubles”, Hearing 5th graders share heart-wrenching stories of grief and loss, witnessing 60+ 

children literally “coming to Jesus”, these are just a few of the ways I saw God at work   

during the 15 hours.  That doesn’t even take into account the 1,278  

volunteer hours given, the $300+ dollars of supplies donated, the numerous prayers offered, 

the 45 Haitian families that will have drought-resistant seeds given to them to help feed 

them for years to come, and the rural Kansas food bank that will have over $700.00 of  

supplies delivered to them in July by our Fusion 56 group. 

Thank you to all who made this week a reality by their prayers, their presence, their gifts, 

their service and their witness.    Nancy  


