
THINK ON THESE THINGS – AUGUST 2018 
 
The G.I.F.T. Plan for a Friendlier Church 
Have you ever considered that you have a gift to offer someone at worship 
services every Sunday?  Pastor Karl Vaters has used this plan and really seen 
great results. He calls it the G.I.F.T. plan.  Since I know how much this 
community likes acronyms I thought it would work well for us, too. ☺ 
 
G.I.F.T. stands for Greet, Introduce, Follow up, and Thank. 
 
Every week, we encourage our church members, and especially our leaders, to 
do at least one of the following steps: 
 
1. GREET someone you’ve never met before. 
Get out of your comfort zone. Find someone whose name you don't know and 
learn it. Welcome them if they're new. Discover something about them.  Get to 
know them if they've been around for a while, but you just haven't met yet. Or 
offer to sit with them if they came to church alone. 
 
2. INTRODUCE people to each other. 
After meeting someone, make sure they meet others, too. Connect people who 
have something in common.  Introduce a first time guest to the pastor. A young 
person to the youth leader. Kids and their parents to the children's ministries 
director. And so on. 
 
3. FOLLOW UP on someone you met recently. 
Find that person you met a week or two ago and say 'hi' again. Call them by 
name. Engage in further conversation. Include them in your group of friends. 
 
4. THANK someone who did something you appreciate. 
Every church has people who volunteer their time and efforts with very little, if 
any appreciation shown to them.  Sometimes it's a simple "way to go" to the 
worship leader. Or an appreciation to a Sunday school teacher for encouraging 
your child to read their Bible.  Encouragement costs nothing, but is worth a great 
deal.   
 
Let’s use our G.I.F.T to make FUMC of Leavenworth a warmer and welcoming 
church!  We don’t expect you to do each one every week.  But it’s a great place 
to start.  Imagine if everyone @ FUMCL intentionally improved our hospitality.  
We see lots of people come through our doors.  Offering the GIFT of hospitality 
is to offer them the grace of Jesus Christ!   
 
Dave 

July 27, 2018 Office hours: Monday-Friday 8am-12pm & 1pm-5pm  

= Our Staff = 
 

Rev. Dr. Dave York 
Senior Pastor 

Wayne Parks 
Director of  Operations 

Mark Campbell 
Director of Sacred Arts Ministries 

Tyler Boehmer 
Organist / Pianist/  

Genesis Chimers Director 

Nancy Shade 
Director of Christian Education  

Steven Shade 
Virtual Ministries Administrator 

Youth Coordinator 

Libby Frashier 
Administrative Assistant 

Grant Zschoche 
Maintenance Supervisor 

Brenda Sheumaker 
Treasurer 

Kathy McKinley 
Kids’ Praise Choir Director 

Sharing the good news of our congregation 
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 2nd Marshall Hopkins 

 3rd Wesley Ludwig 

 Steven Shade 

 4th Karen Kidder 

 5th Amy Brandt 

 Steve Scrimsher 

 6th Zachary Resch 

 Katherine Short 

 Randal Zimmerman 

 8th Lincoln Banner 

11th Mary Seymour 

12th Randy Herrman 

13th Betty Logan 

 

14th  Kiernan Riffel 

 Nancy Shade 

 Fiona Tibbetts 

15th Linda Langley 

17th Janette Holdeman 

 Joe Sepulvado 

18th Robin Garnett 

 Christine Owens 

20th Steven Songer 

22nd Chris Hansen 

 Jan Mix 

 Merideth Roush 

23rd Ron White 

24th  Trudy Holyfield 

25th Brenda Coats 

 Ashley Hansen 

 Ruth Logan 

26th Audrey Jones 

 Kathleen Serena 

26th Caleb Shade 

 James Walley 

27th Nancy Dawson 

 Suzanne Gray 

 Avery Holyfield 

 Brian Resch 

 Violet Varnal 

30th Robin Sanders 

 Nicole Veatch 

 1st Rick & Mary Lou Anderson 47yr 

 2nd Keith & Libby Frashier 38yr 

 5th Brenda & Richard Sheumaker 40yr 

 8th John & Virginia Hardaway 59yr 

10th Neil & Dianna Bustraan 33yr 

 Valynn & Wade Schmierer 45yr 

11th Jon & Jenny Bishop 17yr 

 Doug & Alice Hall 45yr 

12th Roy & Donna Ramsey 51yr 

16th Charlie & Marguerite Hilscher 61yr 

18th Dale & Bernie Roller 61yr 

20th Dean & Carla Hamon 53yr 

 Gary & Cheryl Rader 52yr 

22nd John & Wilvina Aardema 61yr 

 Joe & Lynn Sepulvado 37yr 

25th Jack & Jo Burkett 51yr 

 Randy & Jackie Zimmerman 34yr 

27th Mike & Jennifer Herbek 13yr 

 Dustin & Anna Zeck 13yr 

28th Jim & Lynne Atwell 36yr 

 Bill & Pam Bay 52yr 

30th Doug & Jonnie Fox 15yr 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 
 
10am 
    Scrapbooking 

Group 

3 4 
 
11a Samaritans 

Buffet 

5 6 
 
6:30p Cub Scouts 
          Boy Scouts 

7 
 
8:30a Staff Bible 
Study & Planning 
Mtg. 
 
6:30p Missions 

8 9 
 
9:30a Nurture & 

Care 

10 
 
Welcome 

Weekend 

11 
 
Welcome 

Weekend 

12 
 
 
Welcome Weekend 

13 
 
5:30p Discipleship 
6p SPRC 
6:30p Cub Scouts 
          Boy Scouts 

14 
 
8:30a Staff Bible 
Study & Planning 
Mtg. 

15 16 
 
1:30p Itch’n to 

Stitch Sewing 
Group 

17 18 

19 
 
3:30p Fusion 56 

20 
 
 
6:30p Cub Scouts 
          Boy Scouts 

21 
 
8:30a Staff Bible 
Study & Planning 
Mtg. 

22 
 
 
4p Faith Forum 

23 24 25 

26 
 
 
3:30p Fusion 56 

27 
 
 
6:30p Cub Scouts 
           Boy Scouts 

28 
 
8:30a Staff Bible 
Study & Planning 
Mtg. 

29 
 
 
4:00 Faith Forum 

30 31  

  

Join us for  
SUNDAY SERVICES: 

  8:30 AM  & 11:00 AM Worship Services  

9:45 AM  Church School  

(Nursery provided) 



=Congregational Values=  
Primacy of Scripture, Devotion  

to Divine Trinity,  
Wesleyan Heritage, and Hospitality for All. 

= Our Mission= 
“We are a Church of the Ages, Serving the 
Present Age by making Disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of our 
community and world” 

= Our Vision = 
Transform lives through sharing Christ’s love 

and being a thriving, spirit-filled church 
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Anya and Jonas celebrated their 12th 

birthday with a party where guests 

brought gifts for the Shelter of Hope in-

stead of for the twins - just like last year. 

Thanks, kids. You help support the work 

being done in our community. We love 

you! 

Adult Camping 
Time 

The youth camps 
have ended and 
now it is time to 
think about the 
adults going. 
Please give con-
sideration to join-
ing the work crew, 
October 7-11, that 

will be going to Camp Horizon to assist their 
staff.  Over the years we have accomplished 
such things as: stringing bows, cutting brush, 
planting landscaping plants, mulching, paint-
ing, electrical work, carpentry and stone work, 
inventory gift shop, office work, and deep 
cleaning of buildings to name a few tasks.  It 
is not all work and no pay, as we enjoy fellow-
ship too.  Please contact Gary & Cheryl Rad-
er at gcrader66@gmail.com if you have ques-
tions or to notify them that you will be joining 
the crew. 

Leah Wiegers is beginning her freshman year at 
the Air Force Academy and right now she’s at her 

basic camp. 

Please join us in sending her encouraging letters 
and cards while she pursues this education. 

Basic Cadet Leah Wiegers 
PO Box 3365 (Cobras) 

USAF Academy, CO 80841 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjH2fv967rcAhUMG6wKHV6GBa8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.campussafetymagazine.com%2Funiversity%2Fracial-slurs-colorado-air-force-academy%2F&psig=AOvVaw1cEAXNmk


 

Twelve years ago a family moved from Huntsville, Alabama to Leavenworth, Kansas.  The par-

ents, their three children and a dog were a combination of excited, nervous, and sad. Just 

days before the move, they had said tearful goodbyes to their church home of 16 years, the 

only church their children had ever known.  

Imagine you are part of this family. The first Sunday in town, you are getting ready to go to a 

church that you have researched on the internet. What would you be thinking? What would 

you be hoping to experience? Are you wondering if God is in Leavenworth too? Hoping that 

your family will be welcomed? That there will be a place where your faith is nurtured, tested, 

and put into action? 

Long story short, this family is my family. This story is our story. Our story is not unique to 

Leavenworth. Individuals and families continually move in and out.  I am thankful to the indi-

viduals and groups that welcomed my family to our new church home. There are also people 

who have lived in Leavenworth their entire lives that are hoping to be welcome somewhere.   

They are looking for a place to belong. Let’s work together to help them find it! 

         Nancy Shade 

Go online to our website (www.leavenworthfirst.org) to sign-up for VBS or volunteer. 
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Come join us—invite newcomers to the community, friends & neighbors!

Friday—Saturday 9a-noon—Bring your kids to a 2-day Vacation Bible School. 

Saturday Noon—2p  Join us for a picnic and worship in the park. 

Saturday 6pm -  Youth activities & lock-in 

Sunday  8:30a & 11:00a  - Come worship with us 

Welcome Weekend at First 
August 10-12, 2018 



With college starting up, we want to be sure we 

have current addresses of our church family 

members who are going away for college.  They 

will receive occasional gifts and cards from some 

of our members and having the right address is 

vital for that connection. 
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YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS A SUNDAY IN AUGUST! 

August is going to be a great month of worship at FUMC.  You won’t want to miss a single 
Sunday. If you do, remember social media allows you to participate even if you can’t physical-
ly be with us.  It’s a great month to invite a friend, relative, associate or neighbor.  As school 
starts up, families are finding a rhythm to their week.  We want to have worship and their love 
for Jesus become a BIG part of daily life!  Here’s the lineup: 

August 5 – Theme of Serving the Present Age.  Com m union is the highlight of our  
service.  We’ll hear testimony from our youth leaders who went to Summit Youth Academy.  A 
quartet of Jan and Mike Mix, Donna Ramsey and Eric Fox-Linton will help lead worship.  
What a great way to start this month! 

August 12 – Welcoming Children are the focus on service.  W orship w ill be the 
capstone to our WELCOME WEEKEND!  If all goes to plan, we’ll have baptisms in both ser-
vices!  We’ll celebrate the growth of children through our bridge ceremony.  It signifies mov-
ing forward in the nursery, elementary, middle and senior high.  We will also bless all who 
work with kids – teachers, staff, coaches, and Sunday school leaders. 

August 19 – Witnessing to others has our attention this Sunday.  School is under-
way for Leavenworth and Lansing.  Maybe kids and parents will need to rest in our midst J  
An update on the church plans and activity is planned between services.  How can we repre-
sent God to others through our actions and words?  Pair Day at Ft. Leavenworth is the day be-
fore so telling our story is critical!  Expect many guests!! 

August 26 – One of the primary images of Jesus is a servant.  He does not portray 

himself as a general, CEO, or political leader.  Jesus is a preacher, healer and teacher.  He is 

servant to all.  We’ll have an important town hall meeting at Grace UMC in Olathe from 5-7 

pm to get an update on status of global UMC and issues of sexuality.  Keep this time in prayer.  

If you are interested in attending, we’ll carpool together from FUMC in the afternoon.   
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Anyone 8-years old or older can be an  

acolyte with a little bit of training.  If you’d 

like to help with our Worship Service by 

being an acolyte, ask mom or dad if you 

can help be an important part of our  

worship then ask them to call the office. 



We’re on the web!  

leavenworthfirst.org 
www.facebook.com/LeavenworthFirstUMC 

  (online giving available) 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

422 Chestnut 

Leavenworh 

Phone: 913-682-5374 

Educational Bldg.: 913-675-7495 

Fax: 913-680-0995 

E-mail: office@leavenworthfirst.org 

The Church Council extends an open invitation for you to 

attend the second of our quarterly information sessions. 

We will  facilitate two opportunities for you to attend: 

 

Session 1: Sunday, August 19  in the Fellowship Hall  

between morning services starting at 9:40am 

 

Session 2: Wednesday, August 22 in the sanctuary starting at 6:00pm 

The purpose of these information sessions is to convey three categories of information: 

1) Summary of Council actions since our last information session in April. 

2) Focus on Council efforts for the remainder of the calendar year; and 

3) Share our initial thoughts about emerging ministry objectives for 2019. 

Your participation is an integral component for the Council’s envisioning and discernment of 

our church’s 2019 ministry objectives. The Church Council looks forward to seeing you at 

one of the two informational sessions.      Jeff Perry, Chair 


